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Karen Opposition Leader Comments on Alliances, 
Positions 


9OSE0125A Bangkok KHAO PHISET in Thai 
13-19 Aug 90 pp 32-34 


[Interview with Saw Thin, the prime minister of Kaw- 
thulay and Secretary General of the Karen National 
Union; date and place not given] 


{Excerpts} [KHAO PHISET] What is the DAB [Demo- 
cratic Alliance of Burma] doing now in order to put 
pressure on the Rangoon government? 


[Saw Thin] Following the election, we felt that the people 
had given a mandate to the NLD [National League for 
Democracy] to form a government. Thus, during its 
meeting, the DAB passed a resolution stating that 
SLORC [the State Law and Order Restoration Council] 
should immediately transfer power to the NLD free of 
any conditions, because the people had clearly expressed 
their preference for the NLD. From our understanding, 
that was the wish of 80 percent of the people. They 
oppose the military dictatorship. That is what we would 
like to see happen. Thus, the NLD should start playing a 
political role, help foster reconciliation and peace in the 
country, and help draft a constitution. Drafting a new 
constitution is the duty of the NLD. But all factions, 
including the opposition parties and the leaders of the 
minority groups, must participate in this. After that, 
there should be a public referendum on this draft con- 
stitution. If the constitution is drafted by just one faction 
withcut the participation of other factions, this will 
cause splits, and the civil war will continue. We don’t 
want that to happe [passage omitted] 


{KHAO PHISET] The NLD has still not begun drafting 
a constitution, isn’t that correct? 


[Saw Thin] That’s correct. They are waiting for party 
leaders to be released from jail. They haven’t done 
anything except wait for a response from SLORC. I know 
that they must be very careful about what they do. 


{KHAO PHISET] Has the DAB or the KNU been in 
contact with the NLD? 


{Saw Thin] No. But our political views are in line with 
theirs. What we are in agreement on is that SLORC must 
free Aung San Suu Kyi and Tin U and turn over power 
to the NLD in accord with the wishes of the people. 
Politically, we are on the same side. 


[KHAO PHISET] What sort of confederation does the 
KNU and the DAB want for the Union of Burma? 


At the meeting, we talked about this and agreed that the 
form of administration should be similar to that of the 
United States. The national government should unite. 
There should be a division of powers and a distribution 
of power in the form of a confederation. Burma should 
join this union. There should be two councils, an upper 
council and a lower council, with the upper council being 
a minorities council and the lower council being an 
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elected council. As for the administration, this will be 
composed of a president, a prime minister, and a cab- 
inet. Some members of the cabinet will come from 
minority groups. The others will be elected by the 
people. 


[KHAO PHISET] What about political parties? 


[Saw Thin] I don’t know what the position of the 
political parties will be. But each state will have to send 
representatives to parliament. As for how many repre- 
sentatives there will be, that will depend on the size of 
the area (and the number of people) of each state. The 
Shan State, for example, may have five or six represen- 
tatives who have won election in that state. But I don’t 
know how the political parties will be organized. 


[KHAO PHISET] How will power be allocated between 
the central government and the minority group govern- 
ments? 


[Saw Thin] That depends on how the union is organized. 
If the state is organized as we discussed, the union 
government must have the power to formulate defense, 
finance, foreign affairs, telecommunications, and trans- 
portation policies. These should all be under the control 
of the union government. Giving powers to each state 
depends on the situation and the suitability of each area, 
which will be stipulated in the constitution. The consti- 
tution must be accepted by the various minority groups 
beforehand. 


[KHAO PHISET] This means that the minority groups 
and the DAB will have to send representatives to partic- 
ipate in drafting the constitution, right? 


[Saw Thin] That is why we have said that if the NLD 
does manage to take power, it should negotiate with us 
first and give minority group leaders a chance to partic- 
ipate in drafting the new constitution. 


[KHAO PHISET] But that would be difficult, because at 
present, Saw Maung, the NLD, and the DAB all have 
different views. 


{Saw Thin] But look at the present political situation in 
Burma. Saw Maung is on one side and the NLD and the 
people are on the other. The revolutionary parties (of the 
minority groups) do not oppose the NLD. We are calling 
on the government to transfer power to the NLD. After 
that, this party should take proper political action. And 
before it drafts a constitution, the NLD should ask the 
leaders of the various minority groups to negotiate in 
order to reach a reconciliation. 


[KHAO PHISET] Suppose that Saw Maung transfers 
power to the NLD or that this party reaches a compro- 
mise with the military dictators before taking power, 
which is a possibility. What will you do? 


[Saw Thin] Our view is that if they want to unite the 
country, they must solve the political problems. If they 
take power and don’t take steps to solve these problems 
or fail to solve the minority group problem, it would 
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mean that the political views of the NLD are no different 
than those of Saw Maung government. What could we 
do? But we think that we understand the initial 
announcement of the NLD and know what they think 
about the present situation. It will take time to reach a 
reconciliation. This can’t be done in a day or two. It may 
take one or two years. 


[KHAO PHISET] Even so, the situation in Burma may 
turn out like that in the Philippines. That is, after the 
dictator was driven out and Mrs. Aquino took power, the 
opposition began waging a struggle against her. 


[Saw Thin] I think that the situation in Manila and 
Pakistan is different from that in Burma. Mrs. Benazir 
Bhutto, for example, shares power with the military, 
with the result that her government is not as secure as 
that of Mrs. Aquino. But in Burma, we hope that the 
NLD of Aung San Suu Kyi will not share power with the 
military. 


[KHAO PHISET] But isn’t it possible that during the 
time that the constitution is being drafted, the military 
government of Saw Maung may try to share power with 
the NLD? Once the DAB is out, isn’t it possible that they 
will reach a compromise? 


[Saw Thin] If the NLD reaches a compromise with the 
military dictators, I don’t think that the people will 
support that. If the NLD can’t change the situation, then 
that party is useless. 


[KHAO PHISET] Before you will agree to join the 
government in Pangoon, there will first have to be 
negotiations. What should the stages in those negotia- 
tions be? Will it be necessary to have the government or 
military of Thailand serve as an intermediary in order to 
bring about negotiations? 


[Saw Thin] I don’t know. But in my view, it should be the 
NLD that takes the initiative in starting negotiations. 
This is because the NLD can make decisions and issue an 
invitation to the minority group leaders to participate in 
negotiations. 


[KHAO PHISET] From what is known, Saw Maung will 
try to maintain his power with respect to such a decision. 


{Saw Thin] But at the same time, you must remember 
that the people don’t accept the Saw Maung government. 
Thus, the NLD must form a government. We will have to 
negotiate with the NLD in the future. Negotiating with 
Saw Maung is a different issue entirely. 


[KHAO PHISET] That indicates that you will refuse to 
negotiate with the Saw Maung government, right? 


[Saw Thin] That’s not correct. We refuse to negotiate 
with them on this, because at the present time, the 
people have chosen the NLD to form a government. 
Thus, it’s more appropriate for us to negotiate with the 
government in the future. 
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[KHAO PHISET] Is is your view that negotiations with 
the military dictatorship are out of the question and that 
such negotiations would be meaningless? 


[Saw Thin] To negotiate now? I don’t know what the 
situation will be like. I don’t know how the people would 
feel about that. Do you want us to recognize the military 
government? And how would those countries that are 
now putting pressure on this dictatorial government feel! 
Thus, I don’t think that we will negotiate with Saw 
Maung. 


[KHAO PHISET] What will the DAB do now? 


[Saw Thin] Actually, at present, the military dictators are 
still in power, which goes against the people’s mandate. 
But they continue to cling to power. We can only “wait 
and see.” 


[KHAO PHISET] The DAB has said that it will reject 
any constitution that is drafted based on the constitution 
of 1947. Can you tell us which sections of that constitu- 
tion are unacceptable? 


The 1947 constitution is not clear about the rights of 
minority groups. That is why we have proposed drafting 
a new constitution. The constitution that is now being 
drafted is being drafted by just two factions, the military 
dictators and the NLD. Actually, the 1947 constitution 
stipulates the rights of the minority groups based on the 
Pang Luang Treaty, which U Aung San signed with the 
Chin, Kachin, and Shan leaders. The Karen and other 
minority groups did not participate. 


Ethnic Groups Chronicled 


90SE0105A Rangoon THE WORKING PEOPLE'S 
DAILY in English 14, 15 Jul 90 pp 9, 4 


[Text] The Union of Myanmar [Burma] is home for 
several national groups. It is also a Union pestered with 
several insurgencies that emerged simultaneously with 
Independence—insurgent groups fighting for miscon- 
ceived self-governments, insurgent groups fighting for 
dissident ideologies and insurgent groups fighting for 
personal aggrandizement. 


When the KIA [Katchin Independence Army] Kachin 
insurgents and the KNU [Karen National Union] Karen 
insurgents began their insurrections their demand was 
not for ordinary federal states but for states with right to 
secede. 


At the present time of political changes, foreign press has 
again begun to publicise reflections of those insurgent 
demands. The 96th Press Conference held on 22 June 
1990 disclosed that “some of the demands of DAB 
[Democratic Alliance of Burma] led by KNU Nga Mya 
and KIA Brang Seng, were: a unitary system was not 
acceptable to them, that a federal union of states must 
replace the existing political structure and that a federal 
union of states be created...” 
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The danger posed to the stability of the Union by 
federalism as proposed by insurgents is immense. This 
will be clarified with concrete examples from the 1983 
detailed census figures collected and compiled by the 
Immigration and Man-Power Department. 


Kachin State 


Momauk, Mansi and Waingmaw townships on the east 
of the Ayeyarwady in north Myanmar are now in Kachin 
State. However, 57 per cent of Momauk population, 33 
per cent of Mansi population and 19 per cent of 
Waingmaw population are Shans. Majority of the popu- 
lation of Mansi and Waingmaw are Kachins, but Shans 
make up the largest minority group. These townships are 
in Kachin State but their largest minorities are Shans. 
Under such circumstances would it be appropriate to 
take these three townships out of Kachin State and put 
them in the Shan State as called for by the federal system 
of insurgents? 


Bamars from the largest minority groups in Shwegu, 
Monyin, Bhamo and Mogaung townships of Kachin 
State 88 per cent, 50 per cent 41 per cent, and 38 per 
cent, respectively. Would it be appropriate therefore to 
take these townships out of Kachin State and put them in 
the main territory as envisaged by the federal system? 
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Were such a course be followed, Kachin State would 
remain only as a tiny enclave at the northern tip of 
Myanmar. 


Looking again at Sawlaw township in Kachin State we 
find that 99 per cent of its population are Kachins but 
Marus make up 49 per cent of the Kachins. Similarly in 
Chiphwe township in Kachin State which has a 98 per 
cent Kachin population, 46 percent of them are Marus. 
Will this enable Sawlaw and Chiphwe townships to be 
declared Maru State? 


If Sawlaw and Chiphwe townships were to be declared 
Maru State, Putao township with 32 per cent of Lisu 
populatic.: might also have to be declared Lisu State. 


Similarly Rawans make up 71 per cent of the population 
of Nawngmon township and 58 per cent of the popula- 
tion of Khawbude township. The question therefore 
arises: if Marus and Lisus were to have separate States, 
why not also Rawans? And should not Jingpaws who 
form 57 per cent of the population of Sumprabum have 
a Jingpaw State? 


Should Kachin State be sub-divided and reorganised as 
stated above, only a tiny enclave will remain to be called 
Kachin State. Is it their desire to create a Kachin 
People’s Republic in that enclave? 





Table Showing Major and Minor Groups in Kachin State 



























































S.N. Township Major group & percentage Minor group & percentage 
1. Momauk Shans 58% Shans 57% 

2. Mansi Kachins 49% Shans 33% 

3. Waingmaw Kachins 57% Shans 19% 

4. Shwegu Bamars 88% Bamars 88% 
5. Monyin Bamars 50% Bamars 50% 
6. Bhamo Bamars 41% Bamars 41% 
7. Mogaung Bamars 38% Bamars 38% 
8. Sawlaw Kachins 99% Marus 49% 

9. Chiphwe Kachins 98% Marus 46% 
10. Putao Kachins 89% Lisus 32% 

11. Nawngmon Kachins 99% Rawans 71% 
12. Khawbude Kachins 99% Rawans 58% 
13. Sumprabum Kachins 94% Jingpaws 57% 
Sagaing Division Raghine State 


Majority of the population of Hkamti, Namyoon and 
Layshee townships in Sagaing Division are Nagas: 44 per 
cent, 99 per cent and 77 per cent, respectively. A 
question arises as to whether these three townships 
should be taken out of Sagaing Division and added to 
Chin State (because Nagas are minority Chins) or a 
separate Naga State declare ‘i. 


Maungdaw township and Butheetaung township are in 
Rakhine State, but 92 per cent of Maungdaw population 
and 81 per cent of Butheetaung population are for- 
eigners. If these two townships are to be separated from 
Rakhine State what separate State will have to be con- 
stituted? 
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Table Showing Major and Minor Groups in Sagaing Division 














S.N. Township Major group & percentage Minor group & percentage 
1. Hkamti Chin 48% Naga 44% 
2. Namyoon Naga 99% 
3. Layshee Chin 99% Naga 77% 














(Naga sub-group is part of Chin group). 








Table Showing Major Group and Minor Group in Rakhine State 














S.N. Township Major group & perceatage Minor group & percentage 
1. Maungdaw Foreigners 93% Banghladeshis 92% 
2. Butheetaung | Foreigners 83% Bangladeshis 82% 











(The Immigration Department classifies them as Bangladeshis.) 





Phekhon township is in the Shan State but 74 per cent of the 
township’s population are Kayahs. Whether or not the 
township should be taken out of the Shan State and put in 
the Kayah State would therefore come up for consideration. 
(Kayah national group is made up of nine suv groups.) 


Kalaw, Naungcho, Pindaya and Ywarngan Township 0 the 
southern Shan State have majority Shan populations. But 
Danus form the largest minority with 30 per cent in Kalaw, 
34 per cent in Naungcho, 66 per cent in Pindaya and 84 per 
cent in Ywar-ngan. Whether or not the areas with majority 
Danu populations should be constituted a Danu State would 
come up for consideration. 


Similarly, Hsiseng, Pinlaung and Hopon township in the 
southern Shan State have majority Shan populations. But 
Pa-ohs form the largest minority with 64 per cent in 


Hsiseng, 74 per cent in Pinlaung and 66 per cent in Hopon. 
Whether or not these townships with majority Pa-oh popu- 
lation should be constituted a Pa-oh State would come up 


for consideration. 


Similarly, 58 per cent of the population of Panyang 
township are Lwailas, 40 per cent of the population of 
Monghsat township are Lahus, 70 per cent of the 
population of Nyaungshwe township are Innthars, 83 
per cent of the population of Namsan in the north are 
Palaungs and 62 per cent of the population of Kuvn- 
loon township are Kokangs. Should states be there- 
fore constituted for those Lwailas, Lahus, Innthars, 
Palaungs and Kokangs? If states were to be given to 
them only a very narrow area will remain as pure 


Shan State. 





Table Showing Major & \Miinor Groups in Shan State 



























































S.N. Township Major group & percentage Minor group & percentage 
1. Phekhon Kayah 74% Kayan 69% 
2. Kalaw Shan 67% Danu 30% 
3. Naungcho Shan 66% Danu 34% 
4. Pindaya Shan 94% Danu 66% 
5. Y war-ngan Shan 95% Danu 84% 
6. Hsiseng Shan 88% Pa-oh 64% 
1. Pinlaung - Shan 90% Pa-oh 74% 
8. Hopon | Shan 93% Pa-oh 66% 
9. Panyng | Shan 100% Lwaila 40% 
10. Monghsat | Shan 90% Lahu 40% 

} — 
It. Nyaungshwe | Shan 95% Innthar 70% —_ 
12. Namsan | Shan 87% Paiaung 83% 

(north _ _ _ 

13. Kunloon Shan 84% Kokang 62% 
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Kayah State 


Looking at Kayah State we find that 40 per cent of the 
population of Phasaung township are Kayias, 30 per cent 
of the population of Loikaw township, the capital of the 
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State, are Bamars. Whether or not Phasaung township 
and Loikaw township should be taken out of Kayah State 
and put into Kayin State and Bamar mainland, and 
whether or not the Kayaks will agree to such a proposal 
will come up for consideration. 





Table Showing Major and MI inor Groups in Kayah State 























S.N. Township Major group & percentage Minor group & percentage 

1. Phasaung | Kayin 40% Kayin 40% 

2. Loikaw Kayah 35% Bainar 30% 

Kayin State in the insurgent publication THANUHTOO some years 


Also, 36 per cent of the population of both Kawkareik 
and Kyar-inn/Seikkyi townships in Kayin State are 
Mons. Should those townships be therefore put into Mon 
State? Will the Kayins agree to this? KNU Nga Mya said 


ago that an area where ‘phalan-taung-hmwe’ plants grow 
is a Kayin area. Does it mean that an area in Naga Hills 
where ‘phalan-taung-hmwe’ plants are grown for home 
consumption must be regarded as a Kayin area? Will that 
be a reasonable arrangement? 





Table Showing Major Group and Minor Groups in Kayin State 





























S.N. Township | Major group & percentage Minor group & percentage 

:. Kawkareik | Mon 36% Mon 36% 

2. Kyar-inn/Seikkyi Mon 36% Mon 36% 

3. Myawaddy Shan 54% Shan 53% 

Mon State Bilin township, 99 per cent of the population of 


Also, 80 per cent of the population of Kyaikto town- 
ship in Mon State, 39 per cent of the population of 
Paung township, 61 per cent of the population of 


Thaton township, and 59 per cent of the population of 
Mawlamyaing township are Bamars. If these town- 
ships were to be put into Bamar mainland as desired 
by federalism, not much will remain as Mon State. 





Table Showing Major Group & Minor Groups in Mon State 























S.N. Township Major Group & percentage Miner group & percentage 
1. Kyaikhto Bamar 80% Bamar 80% 
2. Paung Bamar 39% Bamar 39% 
3. Bilin Bamar 61% Bamar 61% 
4. Thaton | Bamar 39% Bamar 99% 
5. Mawlamyaing | Bamar 59% Bamar 59% 











Federalism & Myanmar 


If it is contended that under federalism only Shans, 
Kachins and Kayins known today as major groups, 
should have federal states, will minor groups who form 
majority populations of certain areas agree to this con- 
tention? 


At present, Was, Pa-chs, Shans in Kachin State and 
certain other groups on the western frontier are said to be 
demanding separate States and preparing for armed 
struggles to attain their demands. It is therefore definite 
that federalism will not solve the problem of the several 


armed groups but will only create more disorder. There 
have been, and there still are instances of armed ciashes 
between Kayin and Mon insurgents. 


Therefore, constitution of eight States under federalism 
will lead to multiplication of problems and disintegra- 
tion of the Union. Is it not therefore necessary for 
drafters of a new constitution to take into account the 
self-government aspirations of the minor groups? These 
minor groups form majority populations in areas the size 
of two or three townships. Is it not necessary to consider 
self-government for such areas? All these are being set 
forth here to elucidate that minor groups live widely 
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scattered in Myanmar, that there are contrudictions 
between major groups and minor groups and that minor 
groups are now striving to secure their demands for 
self-government through armed struggles. The object of 
this article is to ensure a peaceful development in 
Myanmar. 


It is a historical tradition in Myanmar that the country 
always disintegraded after the passing away of powerful 
kings. After the reign of King Tabin Shwe-hti, feudal lords 
of Moktama, Hanthawaddy, Pyi and Thanlyin rose up in 
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revolt leading to wars. At present, unity even within the 
mainland is in ruins. And federalism appears to be a revival 
of the tradition of ancient political divisions. 


To sum up. It is my belief that only a form of State 
constitution that is based on consideration of the fact 
that minor national groups live widely scattered in 
Myanmar and a constitution that will provide essentials 
of self-government without impairing national unity will 
ensure stability and durability of the State. 
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COALITION GOVERNMENT OF 
DEMOCRATIC KAMPUCHEA 


Site 2 Authorities See Refugee Readjustment 
Problems 


90SE0083A Bangkok THE NATION in English 
21 Jun 90 pp 25, 32 


[Excerpts] In the 11 years since Cambodians began to 
flood across the Thai border in search of refuge, infants 
have grown into teenagers without ever leaving a refugee 
camp. Evelyne Girardet visited Site 2 camp to find out 
who these children have become. [passage omitted] 


According to Thou-Thon, administrator at Rithisen 
camp—a subdivision of Site 2—Khmer culture is passed 
onto the children of the camp every day in every aspect 
of their life. [passage omitted] 


Lak Chin Savath, principal of Dangkek high school, 
believes that the location of the camps has helped to 
preserve the Khmer life style. [passage omitted] 


Camp leaders have ensured that most teachers are 
Khmer, and try to keep the school syllabus Khmer. “I 
know a major priority for teachers has been to teach the 
children about their background and to respect and love 
their culture,” he explained. 


For Thou Thon there is no question about the heritage of 
the camp’s occupants. 


“These children are Khmer people. They will return to 
Cambodia and they will be integrated into Khmer soci- 
ety,” he stated. 


A Special Situation 


However Ung Yok Khoan, president of the Khmer 
Women’s association and a secondary school teacher in 
Rithisen camp, does not believe that the refugee children 
can be viewed so simply. 


“These children are children in a special situation, they 
know no liberty, no peace, no independent thought and 
no country. How can they have a concept of a home- 
land?” she said. 


The refugees’ lack of self-reliance, she believes, makes it 
impossible for children to imagine free life. 


The United Nations has been the determining centre in 
the refugee’s lives. They are dependent on the United 
Nations Border Relief (UNBRO) for food and supplies. 
[passage omitted] 


Ung Yok Khoan believes that this has played a major 
part in their children’s way of thinking. 


‘The younger children think that rice comes from trucks 
and that water comes from trucks; they have never seen 
a rice field or a river or lake. They are given their rations 
regularly no matter what the weather. They have never 
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had to work to feed themselves nor have they seen their 
parents take responsibility to care for their family, she 
said. 


She is concerned that these children, who have never 
learned about independent thought or self reliance, will 
not be able to fit into the agrarian society that symbolises 
Cambodia. 


“I am worried about what will happen to our society 
once we can return to Cambodia. The younger genera- 
tion will be very excited by the concept of returning to 
their homeland, but they will have no idea of how to deal 
with it,” she said. Lak Chin says the schools are currently 
trying to combat this problem by teaching the children 
about farming. 


Ung Tok agrees with Thou-Thon that it is natural for 
children to follow the ways of their parents, but fears that 
there is a lack of thought or understanding behind 1t. 


“Here young people are getting married for the sake of 
marriage; they do not have the same view of marriage as 
we had. Before we got married it was customary to plan 
out our whole life, to see how our marriage would help 
build our society and how it would help our families. 
Today the young people just see their e!ders marrying 
and think they should also marry, without thinking abut 
any of these things,” she said. 


According to Ung Tok, most of the older people in the 
camp are uneducated and therefore are unable to teach 
their children about their country and traditions. [pas- 
sage Omitted] 


“I was very surprised recently when a student asked me 
who Pol Pot (leader of the Khmer Rouge during their 
reign of terror from 1975-1979) was. They are corm- 
pletely removed from their history although it is the 
reason they are here. 


“Anyone under 20 cannot be considered a citizen of 
Cambodia,” she added. 


A New Culture 


Although there is little direct contact between foreigners 
and children in the camp, the former have nonetheless 
had a definite effect on the latter. 


Teachers, camp leaders, foreign aid organizations and 
some parents have tried hard to preserve Khmer culture 
for their children, yet the camp has evolved into a society 
with a culture of its own. 


“The camp is a melting pot of cultures. Look at me. I’m 
wearing western clothes. | watch Thai and Chinese 
movies but I feel Khmer,” said Seng Phally, a 23- 
year-old teacher's assistant in Dangkek high school, who 
has been in the camp since he was 13. [passage omitted] 
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According to one older student, the role of the temple, 
which occupies a similar position in Cambodian society 
as in neighbouring Thailand, has been greatly dimin- 
ished in Site 2. 


“I do not know anyone who has been ordained as a 
monk. Most young men prefer to spend their time 
watching Thai riovies, rather than going into the 
monkhood. 


“Young people want to get married in a church and wear 
trendy clothes rather than follow traditions with which 
they do not feel familiar,” said Seng. 


A Future in Cambodia 


However strong the opposing influences may have been, 
most young people still see their future as lying in 
Cambodia. According to Thou-Thon, only 15 per cent of 
the refugees in Rithisen camp have relations in western 
countries and currently less than five per cent are even 
considering immigration to the West. 


“In the first few years that we were here, most people 
wanted to find a way to get to the West. However today, 
because of improved conditions in Site 2 and in Cam- 
bodia itself, people prefer to stay here,” he explained. 


The number of those who want to stay in Thailand is 
even smaller. ‘Maybe there are a few young people who 
have Thai girlfriends or boyfriends which makes them 
want to stay, but I would estimate this number at less 
than one per cent,” said Thou Ton. [passage omitted] 


It is difficult to persuade the young people to discuss 
their feelings for their country. Often, their responses 
seem rehearsed, as if the speaker had been taught by rote 
the feelings he or she ought to have. [passage omitted] 


STATE OF CAMBODIA 


International Assistance to Kompong Speu 
Reported 


BK 1407075290 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0400 GMT 
14 Jul 90 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 14 Jul (SPK)}—The Cambodian Red 
Cross recently distributed 44 tonnes of rice and 400 
packages of clothing to the population in Phnum Sruoch 
District, Kompong Speu Province, 50 km west of Phnom 
Penh. The gift was offered by various international 
humanitarian organizations to needy families. 


Since the country’s liberation, many international 
humanitarian organizations have provided a lot of assis- 
tance to this province, particularly in the economic, 
social, and cultural fields. 
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Central Bank Receives Computers 


90SE0084A Bangkok THE NATION in English 
1 Jul 90 p 3 


[Text] Phnom Penh (Agence France-Presse)— 
Cambodia’s National Bank is to streamline and improve 
its operations with the help of computeis sent from the 
United States and Thailand, a senior official said here on 
Friday. 


The bank, which also handles many of the tasks of the 
state treasury, will enter the computer age in early 1991, 
National Bank Vice President Kang Y said. 


Six members of the bank staff are currently receiving 
computer training in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City in 
Vietnam. 


One computer has been donated by the U.S.-based 
“Khmer Amatak” (Immortal) association headed by a 
former premier, Im Tam, who visited Cambodia last 
year. 


The Siam Commercial Bank of Thailand has donated a 
further four computers, Kang Y said, adding that the 
help of foreign experts would be sovght to install the 
machinery in the bank headquarters here. 


The new technology would allow for staff cuts and 
improve bank operations. 


Refugees Evacuated From Khmer Rouge 
Operations Area 


90SE0084C Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
25 Jun 90 p 7 


[Text] O Koki (Reuter)}—In ox-carts, on bicycles and on 
foot, thousands of Cambodians are streaming from 
mountain villages threatened by Khmer Rouge guer- 
rillas, relief and government officials say. 


They are trekking up to 10 days from their traditional 
homes and arriving at resettlement camps on the plains 
below in dire need of food, shelter and medicine, 
according to Cambodian Red Cross officials and provin- 
cial government workers. 


In recent weeks more than 3,000 people have reached 
this site in Kompong Speu province, 50 km southwest of 
Phnom Penh, they said. 


A Red Cross official said thousands more were leaving 
combat zones where guerrillas are fighting government 
forces in Kampot province further south and Kompong 
Chnang province northwest of Phnom Penh, and that as 
many as 25,000 other people may now be on the move. 


The evacuations coincided with reports by the Khmer 
Rouge and the government in Phnom Penh of increased 
guerrilla activity in the west and in areas deep inside 
Cambodia including the contested Kompong Thom 
province north of Phnom Penh. 
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It was not clear how many people were fleeing actual 
fighting or how many were ordered to leave their homes 
by the government to rob the guerrillas of access to food, 
shelter and possible recruits. 


At O Koki camp they gathered palm fronds and saplings 
to build crude shelters against the broiling sun and the 
occasional torrential downpours which mark the start of 
the rainy season. 


“We were pushed out,” one man said standing by his 
ox-cart surrounded by his wife, children and few posses- 
sions. With a sweeping motion of his arms, he said: 
“There was no fighting in our area yet.” 


But it was clear there had been sericus fighting in some 
parts of Oural district, where they lived. 


Military officers told visitors *0 Kompong Speu earlier 
this month that government reinforcements were being 
sent to fight an estimated one thousand Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas massing in the district. 


The Cambodian Red Cross has appealed for interna- 
tional help for the refugees. Representatives of UNICEF, 
the United Nations Children’s Fund, and several 
western relief agencies visited O Koki last Friday. 
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The Red Cross was delivering rice, cooking utensils, 
clothing and plastic sheets to families. But it was clear 
more help was needed. 


“They need medicines, vaccinations, more food and a 
sanitation system to stop the spread of disease,” said a 
European health worker. 


While the refugees’ needs are urgent there were also signs 
the government intended to settle them permanently at 
O Koki, well out of the current range of the Khmer 
Rouge. 


“This is either a sign of increased Khmer Rouge activity 
or of plans for a strong offensive by the government. 
They might not want civilians caught in the middle,” one 
relief worker said. 


Others offered a different interpretation, seeing the 
possibility of a government initiative to depopulate 
contested areas. 


The mountain villages have long been a war zone and are 
believed to be a source of food and recruits—whether by 
force or otherwise—for the Khmer Rouge 
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Civilian Figures, ABRI Spokesman on 
Presidential Succession 


90SE0092C Jakarta EDITOR in Indonesian 30 Jun 90 
pp 29, 30 


[Article by A. Luqman: “If President Suharto is Still 
Strong, Let Him Continue”’] 


[Text] What is the political climate like in Indonesia 
now? “The political temperature is stable at the moment, 
despite natural developments in the implementation of 
democracy,” said Coordinating Minister for Politics and 
Security Sudomo. The issues being raised are actually 
old ones, according to Sudomo. These include national 
leadership succession, conglomerates, and companies’ 
“poing public.” 


Ruslan Abdulgani, founder of the 17 August 1945 Foun- 
dation, also made an interesting statement. After being 
received by President Suharto at the Bina Graha on 
Wednesday of last week [20 June], Ruslan—who was 
accompanied by, among others, M.H. Isnaeni and B.M. 
Diah—said, “‘Pak Harto [President Suharto] actually is 
still young, compared with Diah and me. I am more than 
75 years old, whereas the president is only 69.” 


“If people like Diah are still serving the state and the 
nation, I don’t think there is any need to be concerned 
about Pak Harto, who is younger.”’ Ruslan’s statement 
strengthened the statement the president mac ° four days 
earlier. 


“You will have no doubt when you see what I do to 
prepare for my twilight years,” the president said, 
departing from his text, at the Klender high-rise housing 
in Jakarta on Saturday two weeks ago [16 June]. On the 
previous day, Pak Harto had celebrated his 69th 
birthday. 


Political observers feel that Retired General Suharto is 
still the strongest prospective candidate for the 1993 
MPR [People’s Consultative Council]. During the same 
week, hundreds of Muslim sc!iolars in East Java declared 
their unanimous desire to renominate Pak Harto. The 
announcement by the East Java scholars was a follow-up 
to a declaration by 21 Muslim scholars in Jakarta. The 
statement was sponsored by Alamsyah, formerly the 
closest person to the president. 


It is very interesting that last week two top military 
leaders made statements about unanimity declarations. 
It can be assumed that the statements of the MEN- 
HANKAM [minister of defense and security] and the 
KASSOSPOL [chief of staff for social and political 
affairs] constitute official ABRI [Indonesian Armed 
Forces] positions. 


L.B. Murdani asked the public to be careful about issuing 
statements of unanimity. “Don’t let some people compel 
the DPR [Parliament] factions to say what those people 
want them to say,” he told the press during a seminar at 
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Merdeka University in Malang on Monday of last week 
[18 June]. He therefore asked that such declarations of 
unanimity be reconsidered. 


ABRI KASSOSPOL Lieutenant General Harsudiono 
Hartas made a similar statement. “Unanimity declara- 
tions are not prohibited, but they are not part cf the 
Pancasila political system,” Hartas said as he addressed 
regents and mayors from all of Indonesia at Bogor on 
Tuesday of last week [19 June]. What do we make of 
this? 


In order to clarify the issue, EDITOR’s Bakaruddin and 
Bekti Nugroho interviewed the ABRI KASSOSPOL in 
Semarang on Sunday (24 June]: 


[EDITOR] Was your statement at Bogor a disagreement 
with the unanimity declaration made by the 21 Muslim 
scholars on the renomination of Pak Harto? 


{Hartas] I didn’t say whether I agree or disagree. But I 
want to promote a democratic society that is in accor- 
dance with the Pancasila system. It’s like this: We have 
MPR Decision No. 2 about when nominations are to be 
submitted. 


[EDITOR] Does that mean, then, that declarations of 
unanimity are now prohibited? 


{Hartas] A declaration of unanimity may be made all 
right, but which DPR faction is it to be channeled 
through? In a legal, formal sense, a unanimity declara- 
tion is made by voting in the general elections. Now, 
which one will you choose? The PPP [Development 
Unity Party], GOLKAR [Functional Group], or the PDI 
{Indonesian Democratic Party]? Thus, a declaration of 
unanimity is transformed into votes. 


If what is happening is not as I just described, it’s not 
certain what will take place. 


[EDITOR] Will it not be Pak Harto for certain? 


{Hartas] I’m confident it will be Pak Harto. If Pak Harto 
is healthy and still alive, he will certainly be chosen. 


[EDITOR] You are confident, then, that Pak Harto will 
serve again? 


{Hartas] If it’s still to be Pak Harto, that’s fine. The 
important thing is that national development should 
proceed. 


[EDITOR] Why do you say that a declaration of una- 
nimity is not part of the Pancasila political system? 


[Hartas] In teaching democracy, we cannot illustrate a 
democratic system by using unanimity declarations. 
That comes from the era when we faced communism. 
That smacks of “pressure groups.” We are now in the era 
of a single principle, aren’t we? Before we had a single 
principle, it might have been beneficial to do that to 
teach people to adhere to Pancasila. Now, however, the 
democratic process is partly developed, and we do not 
need to use methods like that. 
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[EDITOR] What would be in accordance with Pancasila 
democracy? 


{Hartas] It’s like this: Say that I am an MPR member, 
and you are an MPR member. We agree to vote for Pak 
Harto. That’s legal. Thus, the people involved are iden- 
tified. Then there are signatures. It’s all in order. Agree- 
ment among MPR members is legal. That would not be 
the case with Kiai [Muslim Scholar and Teacher] Ali 
Yafie, however, for the people being invited to make a 
unanimity declaration will not necessarily be MPR 
members. 


[EDITOR] What is your analysis of the unanimity dec- 
laration made by the Muslim scholars in Jakarta and 
East Java? 


{Hartas] It is my analysis that they lack understanding of 
the procedure, meaning that what they did is not in 
compliance with, or consistent with, MPR procedures 
and decisions. We want to conduct political education. 


Thus, the greater their awareness and knowledge of 
procedures, the greater their political and intellectual 
awareness will be. Unanimity declarations will no longer 
be needed. 


[EDITOR] Do unanimity declarations put the factions 
in a corner? 


{Hartas] I don’t think so, if it is done as I said. How they 
vote is up to the individuals. I may not vote for A, but B. 
That can happen, but there is no hurry for that to be 
declared, however. That could cause problems between 
those who are pro and those who are con. The important 
thing is that representatives of the people must be 
selected properly. 


[EDITOR] A single candidacy can result from unanimity 
declarations, can it not? 


[Hartas}] The MPR decision does not limit candidates to 
merely one. If, for example, there are two, there must be 
a vote. 


[EDITOR] That’s the theory, isn’t it? Is there, however, 
a candidate who would dare to run against Pak Harto? 


|Hartas] If necessary. 
[EDITOR] Is that possible at this moment? 


{Hartas] I don’t really think so. And I hope not. Actually, 
we do not vote for the individual alone. We vote for 
dedication and integrity and for a concept for realizing 
our aspirations. The other candidate, say, would step 
aside, and Pak Harto would be the one. The other one 
would be his vice president. It could turn out like that. 
That’s consultation and consensus. Both could be 
elected. 


[EDITOR] What is the ABRI position on succession? 


{Hartas} The substance is what is important to us. 
Development must continue. If Pak Harto is still strong, 
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fine. We support him. Why? Because he’s the one who is 
able to unify a developing country. Pak Harto has the 
ability to embrace the world. 


[EDITOR] Is Pak Harto still capable? 


{Hartas] Yes, he’s still capable. We hope, however, that 
leaders will be readied. They should be a national cadre, 
a cadre of statesmen. They should not be bootlickers or 
yes-men, nor cult followers. 


[EDITOR] Will ABRI renominate Pak Harto? 


{[Hartas] We will talk with Pak Harto. That’s the proce- 
dure isn’t it? Right now, I can’t say. If he should ask him 
now, he might say, “Well, I’m still not well.”” Thus we 
would be too hasty. The MPR BP [Working Committee] 
will get to work three months before the MPR. When 
they have talked and if Pak Harto is in good health, only 
then will ABRI Faction leaders call on him. 


[EDITOR] What if Pak Harto is not willing? 


{Hartas] We will say to Pak Harto that we have candidates, 
and we will name them. Naturally, we must have candi- 
dates. Then, we will ask, “Who would be your candidate?” 
That’s Asian courtesy. It’s like a family with five sons. What 
if he selects son number four? That’s possible, of course. But 
we would ask, ““Why did you choose number four?” That’s 
the way we are looking at it. 


[EDITOR] Is ABRI ready? 


{Hartas] Yes. I don’t know who the people will be, 
however. The important thing is that we have a position. 
What is needed is a person with a capacity that, with 
maturity, would approach that of Pak Harto. 


[EDITOR] Does ABRI have a candidate with a capacity 
like Pak Harto’s? 


{[Hartas] Objectively, both ABRI and the civilian sector 
have people. Some of those stand out, of course. They 
are those who know the concepts of Sukarno and Suharto 
and the history of our national struggle. They are people 
who know the ins and outs and the bitter aspects of 
national development. 


[EDITOR] Is your statement the ABRI position? 


{Hartas] Yes. ABRI wants the constitutional method, the 
one that follows procedures. This is ABRI’s position, an 
educational one. 


President’s Decree on Tracking Down 
Communists Among Civil Servants 


WA 2008033590 


{Editorial Report] According to 20 July Jakarta SUARA 
KARYA, President Suharto issued a decree on 17 April 
ordering the establishment of special investigative units 
in all government offices to screen out suspected com- 
munists and people involved in subversive activities. 
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The purpose of this policy is to determine whether the 
banned Indonesian Communist Party (PKI) has enough 
strength to make a comeback. Intelligence sources at the 
Agency for the Coordination of Support for National 
Styability (BAKOSTRANAS) said that the government 
has been keeping track of about 2 million of an estimated 
20 million members of the PKI. The other 18 million 
communists include Indonesian students sent abroad on 
PKI scholarships prior to the 1965 coup. Colonel J.M. 
Saleh, a senior official of BAKOSTANAS who has been 
tracking the communists’ activities for more than a 
decade, told journalists that according to his records the 
PKI is still very much alive, and that the communists 
consider the banning of the PKI illegal. Colonel Saleh 
therefore stressed the need to investigate the background 
of everyone slated for high-ranking government posts, 
from presidential candidates to village heads. 


Rudini Says ‘Political Communication’ Must 
Support Pancasila 


90SE0119A Jakarta ANGKATAN BERSENJATA 
in Indonesian 8 Aug 90 p 1 


[Text] Ujung Pandang (ANGKATAN BERSENJATA)— 
Minister of Home Affairs Rudini cautioned that “‘polit- 
ical communication” which is now developing should be 
watched so that it does not weaken, let alone disregard 
Pancasila democratic values. 


“We need to watch the expansion of political communi- 
cation so that it does not deviate from our ideological 
paradigm,” the home minister said on Wednesday [8 
August] in his speech to the Fourth National Seminar of 
the AIPI (Indonesian Political Science Association) in 
Ujung Pandang. 


Explaining political communication under the Pancasila 
democracy system to seminar participants, who come 
from a number of provinces, Minister Rudini said that 
the development of political communication should be 
oriented in such a way that Indonesians will truly com- 
prehend and practice Pancasila and make it part of our 
culture. 


The minister noted that the national development we 
have conducted in the political sector has had a chain of 
successes. The successes include simplification of the 
party system; regular elections and MPR [People’s Con- 
sultative Council] general assemblies; establishment of 
P-4 [Guidelines for the Implementation of Pancasila]; 
and agreement on Pancasila as the single principle of 
community, national, and state life. Through this series 
of successes, our democratic political system has become 
increasingly visible. 


“Our task now and in the future is gradually to continue 
and improve the process of perfecting the system,” he 
declared. 


The minister noted that through P-4 upgrading seminars 
and other methods we have been successful in making 
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people aware of Pancasila values. We are now in the 
midst of the process by which Pancasila becomes a part 
of our culture. 


In addition, according to the minister, efforts are being 
made to increase community participation, including 
political involvement, and to safeguard national devel- 
opment in every sector. ‘‘We are now trying to ensure 
that our political institutions will function as they 
should, in accordance with the spirit of Pancasila and the 
1945 Constitution,” he stated. 


He also noted that we are facing an expanded process of 
globalization in a number of sectors, including the 
economy, communications, science and technology, and 
culture. All of these present problems and challenges to 
the Pancasila democracy political system we are now 
developing. 


Political Education 


At another point in his speech, the minister said that the 
development of political communication in the future 
takeoff era must give attention to improving the political 
education process. This is in the framework of making 
Pancasila values a part of our culture through P-4 and its 
practice in constitutional political life. 


In this connection, the minister said, there must be 
expanded comprehension of Pancasila as an open ide- 
ology. We must watch, however, lest such openness lead 
in the direction of denying Pancasila’s truth and identity, 
rather than toward strengthening its relevance and time- 
liness. 


The minister emphasized that political communication 
must give attention to greater political participation and 
healthier social control by the community. In this way, 
he hopes that an atmosphere of openness will increas- 
ingly develop in a way that is natural, healthy, and 
responsible. 


Political communication should give an incentive to 
political institutions, whether as superstructure or infra- 
structure, to function in compliance with law. This 
means that there will be fulfillment of the people’s desire 
that the DPR [Parliament] and DPRD’s [regional legis- 
latures] function better in the future. 


The minister also emphasized that political communica- 
tion should enhance logical thinking and strengthen the 
nation’s confidence in the comparative supremacy of 
Pancasila over foreign ideologies. This will provide the 
best guidance to the nation in its building of a unified 
and democratic life for society, the nation, and the state. 


In response to questions from seminar participants 
about the relationship of political communication to the 
next general election, the minister said the government 
has accepted suggestions, views, and complaints from 
organizations participating in the election, namely the 
PPP [Development Unity Party], GOLKAR [Functional 
Group], and the PDI [Indonesian Democratic Party]. 
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He said he is trying hard to assure more careful conduct 
of technical operations in the next general election. “I 
am going to be a ‘correct’ referee. Anyone, regardless of 
his organization, who is seen violating regulations will be 
given a yellow or red card,” he said as the audience 
applauded. 


The 2-day seminar will also include speeches by Coordi- 
nating Minister for Politics and Security Sudomo, Min- 
ister of Information Harmoko, and Minister of Man- 
power Cosmas Batubara. 


AIPI General Chairman Dr. Alfian and Ujung Pandang 
AIPI Branch Chairman Drs. Mappa Nasrun, MA 
[Master of Arts], both said they hoped the seminar, 
which is entitled “Indonesia and Political Communica- 
tion,” will contribute concepts on various aspects of 
political communication to the government, the intellec- 
tual community, and other interested parties. 


Also attending the seminar were Hari Sugiman, director 
general for sociopolitical affairs in the Department of 
Home Affairs; Prof. Dr. Amiruddin, governor of South 
Sulawesi; Major General Rusmadi Siddik, commander 
of Military Region VII/Wirabuana; and other invited 
guests. 


Wismoyo Arismunandar Takes Top Strategic 
Command Post 


90SE0122C Jakarta ANGKATAN BERSENJATA 
in Indonesian 8 Aug 90 p 12 


[Text] The predictions of many people about Wismoyo 
Arismunandar were not far wrong. The solidly built man 
with thick eyebrows yesterday was, as often speculated, 
installed as commander of KOSTRAD (Army Strategic 
Command). The installation was performed by Army 
Chief of Staff [KASAD] General Edi Sudradjat. 


Born in Bondowoso, East Java, on 10 February 1940, 
Wismoyo is of the genuine military type. His experience 
since graduation has been one of close association with 
troops. In fact, he has commanded the elite KOPAS- 
SANDA (now KOPASSUS) [Special Forces]. 


Wismoyo is 2 member of the younger generation readied 
to replace military leaders of the °45 generation. All 
military leadership, particularly in the Army, is now held 
by the younger officers. Wismoyo had taken over as 
commandant of KOPASSUS from Lieutenant General 
Yogi Suardi Memet (now West Java governor). Although 
there was a 10-year difference in their ages, Yogi said 
frankly, ““Wismoyo is quite ‘capable’ and ’acceptable.’” 


Wismoyo, who is fond of self-defense sports, once served 
as chief of staff of the Udayana KODAM [Military 
Region Command]. Prior to his appointment as PANG- 
KOSTRAD [KOSTRAD commander], he was 
PANGDAM Diponegoro [commander of the Dipone- 
goro Military Region]. 


The appointment of Wismoyo to his new post is one of 
the changes now being made within ABRI [Indonesian 
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Armed Forces]. ABRI Commander General Try Sutrisno 
recently said that transfers within ABRI are routine. 
Current changes in tours of duty include the replacement 
of PANGDAM JAYA [Commander of Greater Jakarta 
Military Region] Major General Surjadi Soedirdja, who 
is scheduled to surrender his post today to Brigadier 
General Kentot Harseno. 


Wismoyo’s desire to be a soldier was an early ambition. 
His mother, Rr. Sri Woerjan, actually wanted Wismoyo 
to have academic degrees, but Wismoyo says, “I never 
thought of being anything but a soldier.” 


The family of Raden Arismunandar can be classified as 
successful, however. Wismoyo’s oldest brother, Artono 
Arismunandar, once served as a first echelon official in 
the Department of Mining. Another brother, Prof. 
Wiranto Arismunandar, is now rector of the ITB 
[Bandung Institute of Technology]. 


Wismoyo is not alone in his love of sports, which include 
karate, judo, and boxing. His wife, Datiet Siti Hardjanti, 
once played a strong part on the KOPASSUS women’s 
shooting team in an interclub championship in Jakarta. 


As PANGKOSTRAD, Wismoyo has a big job on a 
national scale. KASAD Gen Edi Sudradjat asked him to 
prepare early and well to face two important domestic 
events: the 1992 general election, and the MPR [People’s 
Consultative Council] General Assembly the following 
year. 


The KASAD asked the KOSTRAD—the strategic insti- 
tution previously led by Major General Sugito—to be 
alert to any emergence of negative actions that could 
interfere with or threaten the integrity of the govern- 
mental system we follow. 


Navy Staff Chief on Security in Western Waters 


90SE0122A Jakarta MERDEKA in Indonesian 
9 Aug 90 p 2 


[Text] Jakarta, 8 Aug (MERDEKA)—The post of 
Western Fleet Commander (PANGARMABAR) was 
transferred from Rear Admiral Sumartono to his 
replacement, Rear Admiral Soentoro, in a ceremony at 
MAKO ARMABAR [Western Fleet Command Head- 
quarters] on Wednesday [8 August]. Chief of Navy Staff 
[KASAL] Vice Admiral Muhamad Arifin acted as 
inspector of ceremony. 


Rear Adm. Sumartono has received a new assignment as 
Deputy KASAL for Operations. Rear Admiral Soentoro 
previously served as commandant of the Navy Educa- 
tion Command [KODIKAL]. 


Rear Adm. Soentoro graduated from the Naval Academy 
in 1962 and until 1977 served on a number of Indone- 
sian warships. He has held several important posts, 
including adjutant to the president, chief of staff of 
KODAERAL [Naval Regional Command] I, deputy 








14 INDONESIA 


commandant of the Ratai Gulf LANTAMAL |[First- 
Class Naval Base], commandant of the Surabaya LAN- 
TAMAL, deputy commandant of KODIKAL, and com- 
mandant of KODIKAL. 


The KASAL said in his message that the Western Fleet 
must give attention to the spec ‘al features of its region. It 
must always recognize that the geographic conditions 
and strategic environment of Western Indonesia, the 
Western Fleet’s sphere of operations, have very impor- 
tant strategic value. 


This is true because of strategic approaches such as the 
Strait of Malacca, the South China Sea, and the Sunda 
Strait, and because most maritime industries and vital 
sites are located in the region. 


The KASAL feels there is a relatively high level of 
interference with the region’s maritime security in the 
form of smuggling, piracy, border violations, and theft of 
ocean assets. 


He said that the development and use of Western Fleet 
elements should be directed toward a high deterrent 
strength and a capability to conduct decisive actions, 
such as search, detection, identification, attack, and 
follow-up operations. 
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“The capability to conduct such actions effectively 
requires the coordination of all components of the Inte- 
grated Fleet Weapons System [SSAT], namely ships, 
aircraft, marines, and bases,” he asserted. 


The KASAL stated further that the existing SSAT com- 
ponents of the Western Fleet need to be maintained and 
trained and their dependability improved. 


Important 


The Western Fleet, which was established in 1985, is 
responsible for waters from Sabang on the far north to a 
line extending from Cirebon to South Kalimantan. The 
fleet’s primary task is to develop the capabilities of its 
SSAT. 


The existence of the Western Fleet is important because 
the western region encompasses a number of busy ship- 
ping routes. To support its assignment to uphold sover- 
eignty and law on the sea, the Western Fleet is divided 
into several Operations Executive Commands, i.e., the 
Western Fleet Maritime Security Group, the Western 
Fleet Battle Group, and two first-class bases. 








JPRS-SEA-90-026 
14 September 1990 


Defense Ministry Leadership, Thai Visit 
Atmospherics 


90SE0114A Bangkok LAK THAI in Thai 9-15 Jul 90 
pp 27-30 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted] Sisavat—the Old Lord 


Even though many of the important positions in the Thai 
army are now held by different people than in the past, in 
Laos, General Sisavat Keobounphan is still the chief of 
staff officers, which is the Lao equivalent of our supreme 
commander. Also, General Khamtai Siphandone still 
holds the position of minister of defense. But he did not 
come to greet [the Thai delegation] that day. He was 
apparently away in the north on official business. Major 
General Thonglai Kammmasit, the deputy head of the 
Political General Department, Lao People’s Army, has 
been promoted from brigadier general to major general. 
Laos also sent several younger officers who seem poised 
to rise to the top in the future to welcome the Thai 
military delegation. Among these were Major General 
Sulima Bounloet, the head of the Foreign Affairs and 
International Economics Department, Brigadier General 
Savai Khaiyasanao, the secretary to the minister of 
national defense, Brigadier General Phonsay Chaloen- 
suk, the deputy commandant of the Senior Military 
Academy, and several other senior military officers. 


[Photo captions, page 27 : top: Embracing each other at 
the conference room. bottom: Giving a memento.] 


General Sisavat is still the “‘old lord.”’ He still loves to 
hug people, give toasts, and dance. And what is impor- 
tant, he is still a very interesting speaker, and he is good 
at pressing others. [passage omitted] 


[Photo captions, page 28: right bottom: General Sisavat 
takes Big George to pay respects to Phra That Luang. left 
top: Major General Thonglai with senior Thai military 
officers. ] 


Welcomed With Important Problems [passage omitted] 


Laos held a rather large welcoming ceremony at the Vat 
Tai airport. General Sisavat led a delegation to welcome 
the Thais at the airport and embraced them. General 
Sunthon Khongsomphong honored the Lao soldiers 
there by inspecting their ranks. After leaving the airport 
and arriving at the Lan Chang Hotel, General Sunthon 
and General Sisavat met with each other privately for 
about 20 minutes before going to the conference room, 
where the Thai-Lao conference got underway. 


After feeling each other out, General Sisavat spoke very 
frankly about the main problem, the problem of “exiles” 
stirring up trouble in Laos. At one point, he said that 
they can’t come by sea because Laos is a landlocked 
country. They can’t come by air because they don’t have 
any aircraft. He said that these Lao exiles pose a major 
problem. They have even announced the formation of an 
illegal government. 
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General Sisavat said that Laos wants Thailand to send 
these Lao exiles back to refugee centers and watch them 
closely so that they can’t leave and stir up trouble. 
Another issue raised by General Sisavat was the problem 
of Bo Ten District, which is located opposite Chat 
Trakan District. (General Sisavat did not mention the 
name Ban Rom Klao.) He said that the two countries 
should demarcate the border clearly. Since the cease-fire, 
little progress has been made. He stressed that Laos 
hopes that Thailand will agree to demarcate the border 
based on the old treaty. 


General Sisavat mentioned the recent trip to Laos by 
Princess Surinthon. He said that her visit was an indica- 
tion of “mutual trust’? between Thailand and Laos. 
[passage Omitted] 


The Problem of Laos [passage omitted] 


There have been reports that Laos has forbidden its 
citizens from listening to Thai music, reading Thai 
newspapers, or watching Thai television programs. Gen- 
eral Sisavat said that that isn’t true. People have not been 
prohibited from doing those things. Major General 
Thonglai said that Laos is a democracy and so how could 
it prohibit such things. People can read Thai newspapers 
or listen to Thai music if they want. He said this in the 
presence of General Sunthon. However, Lieutenant Gen- 
eral Narudon Dechapradiyut, the head of the Informa- 
tion Office, Supreme Command Headquarters, said that 
people are prohibited from doing those things in certain 
areas, that is, in areas where Laos is fighting opposition 
forces. But in Vientiane, things are normal. 


Border Demarcation 


It seems that Laos is intent on settling the Ban Rom Klao 
border issue as soon as possible. A military news source 
said that Laos does not want to have to worry about 
things there. It wants to focus its attention on sup- 
pressing the opposition forces. This is now a major 
problem for Laos. Opposition forces are presently active 
in several provinces, particularly in Phiang District, 
Sayaboury Province, which is located opposite Mae 
Charim District, Nan Province [in Thailand]. There has 
been heavy fighting there against the national liberation 
forces of General Vang Pao. LAK THAI published a 
report about this situation in Laos in its last issue under 
the headline ““From Tray to Sword.” [passage omitted] 


[Photo captions: top: Opening the Thai-Lao meeting at 
the Lan Chang Hotel—Sisavat talks about the Lao exiles 
and demarcating the border at Rom Klao. bottom: 
Dancing and entertainment.] 


A senior military news source told LAK THAI that if we 
had not raised the issue of the Ban Rom Klao border 
area, which is jungle area.... Laos insists that its territory 
extends to the Huong River. That would be bad for us. 
But if we get what we should, that is, there is the problem 
of the river channel in the Mekong River. The French 
treaty considers the deep water channel to be the border 
and treats all the islets in the Mekong River, including 
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the newly formed sandbars, as belonging to Laos. Laos 
should consider reevaluating the matter of the the deep 
water channel and the matter of the islets. That is, those 
islets and sandbars located near one country should be 
considered to belong to that country. The deep water 
channel should not be used to demarcate the border, 
because the Mekong River channel shifts all the time. We 
may have to give up a portion of Rom Klao, but we will 
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gain a large number of islet: in the Mekong River. Can 
this be said to be a fair trade off? 


Our news source said that this is just an example. Nothing 
has been decided for sure. This is just a comparison of 
possible gains and losses, because actual gains and losses 
will depend on the policy and future negotiations. 
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Pivotal Role of Chinese in Sabah State Elections 


90SE0102A Selangor SIN CHEW JIT POH in Chinese 
7 Jul 90 p 31 


[Article by Huang Tse-jung: “Chinese Vote Influences 
Total Situation” 


[Text] The Chinese, numbering only 13.8 percent of 
Sabah’s population, will be able to decide the outcome of 
the present Sabah elections and who will hold office next. 


For some time, in the absence of any single race occu- 
pying an absolute majority in the total population of 
Sabah, the Chinese vote has been regarded as crucial in 
influencing the total situation. Whoever the Chinese 
support accedes to power, and whoever they reject will 
never walk the halls of power, or may even fall from 


power. 


Since the first direct election in Sabah in 1967, the 
situation has been this way. 


From 1967 through 1976, the Chinese supported the 
United Sabah National Organization government in 
which Moslems were dominant. After gaining the coop- 
eration of the Sabah Chinese Association, the United 
Sabah National Organization organized the state govern- 
ment and wielded political power in the state. 


From 1976 through 1985, the Chinese supported a 
multi-racial party under leadership of Moslems. The 
Berjaya took office. 


Beginning in 1985, a multi-racial party under non- 
Moslem leadership (the Kadazans) gained the complete 
support of the Chinese. Thus the Partai Bersatu Sabah 
announced victory and took charge of the state govern- 
ment. 


In 1976, the Chinese rejected the United Sabah National 
Organization government, and Tun Mustapha Harun’s 
Alliance government fell. In 1985, as a result of the 
defection of the Chinese, the Berjaya regime of Harris 
Salleh lost out to be succeeded by Partai Bersatu Sabah. 


Need To Get Chinese Community Support To Accede to 
Power 


Although Sabah Chinese are fewer in number than either 
the local Moslems or non-Moslems, their full support is 
needed to hold power in the state. In other words, for a 
political party to take power, it must first gain the 
support of the Chinese community. 


Some people say that in their political choices, the Sabah 
Chinese have never miscalculated. They have always 
supported the winner. 


In the forthcoming state election of the | 7th and 18th of 
July, for the United Sabah National Organization, the 
Berjaya, and the Partai Bersatu Sabah alike, it is the 
Chinese vote that will decide who will hold power in the 
next government. 


MALAYSIA 17 


In 1988 Tun Mustapha Harun paid regular calls on 
Chinese, and even publicly apologized to all Sabah 
Chinese for discrimination against the Chinese commu- 
nity during the period of United Sabah National Orga- 
nization rule. 


The United Sabah National Organization head admitted 
that certain policies and actions were unfair to the 
Chinese community, and that most were taken under his 
leadership. Tun Mustapha expressed remorse and reiter- 
ated his public apology. 


Returning to the political forum to stage a comeback as 
chairman of the Berjaya, Harris Salleh also denied a few 
days ago that he had boasted in 1982 about not needing 
Chinese support, yet he is ceaselessly running around 
making calls on the Chinese electorate. 


Basically, if Tun Mustapha’s United Sabah National 
Organization comes to power, Sabah will have a coali- 
tion government. The structure and form of the govern- 
ment will be that of the 1967 to 1976 era. If Harris 
Salleh’s Berjaya gets the support that it received in the 
state election of 1976, the former state government 
model will be revived. 


The main power of these two parties comes from the 
indigenous Moslems. It is because this power base must 
be first consolidated that Tun Mustapha and Harris are 
engaged in an implacable conflict. 


In the present election, Tun Mustapha has more strength 
among the indigenous Moslems than Harris, and he is 
likely to win the majority of Moslem electoral districts. 


Both the Moslem and the non-Moslem political parties 
require the strength of the Chinese to gain office, and the 
Chinese want a government that can respect their 
desires. 


The Election Can Safeguard Rights and Interests 


Under present political circumstances in Sabah, the 
Chinese community knows that it cannot win political 
power by itself. In a situation in which indigenous 
Moslems and non-indigenous Moslems are protagonists, 
the Chinese community can only make a choice as to 
which will ultimately protect their mghts as citizens, 
selecting one party for cooperation and supporting one 
party to rule. This is the way in which the Chinese 
community desires to change the political situation. 


Because of the racial make-up of the electoral districts, 
even in Moslem electoral districts the Chinese vote has an 
effect. Pang Sha Yang, Hsi-chiang, Sulaiman, Huang Chia 
Wan, Kho Lia Si, Shuang-hsi Pu, and Lahad Datu are also 
Moslem electoral areas that can serve as examples. 


Lahad Datu, Shuang-hsi Pu, Kho Lia Si, Huang Chia 
Wan, and Sulaiman are electoral districts in which the 
Partai Bersatu Sabah is strong, mostly because of Chi- 
nese support. In these Moslem electoral districts, the 
number of Chinese ballots is sufficient to have an effect. 


7” 
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In 1981, the Berjaya won all these electoral districts. At 
that time, the Berjaya, which was very popular in the 
Chinese community, was even victorious in five other 
Moslem electoral districts. Even in Wu-su-kan District, 
it lost by only 87 votes. In Panger district, it lost by 475 
votes, and in Sulapayang it lost by only 850 votes. These 
were all strongholds of the United Sabah National Orga- 
nization. 


A similar sit iation exists in the non-Moslem indigenous 
electoral distn.ts. Here, the Chinese have always cast 
their votes in support of the multi-racial Party that 
represents the Chinese. This was the tendency in 1976, 
1981, 1985, and 1986. 


There are seven Chinese districts, namely Iliopula, San- 
dakan (Tanjung Baba), Kalawenting, Likatu, Kota Kin- 
abalu, Hsin-pu-nan, and Tawau (Tuli Tanjung) districts. 
Since 1976, these Chinese districts have been multi- 
racial party turf. First they supported Berjaya, and in 
1985, they shifted support to Partai Bersatu Sabah. 


Votes of Crucial Importance in Seven Mixed Districts 


Sabah has seven mixed districts in which the Chinese 
vote is of crucial importance, and its effect great. 


The make-up of six of these districts in the forthcoming 
general election is as follows: 























Moslems Chinese Maruts Kadazans/ 
Tuhsen 

(1)Kudat 4390 4896 . 3324 
(2)Hsia- 4055 4750 . 4273 
nan-nan 

(3)Pita 5335 4679 . 4486 
Kasu 

(4)Tenom 1636 2642 3083 683 
(5)Palung 6821 62.9 - 2236 
(6)Kao- 4597 1088 - 4415 
keng 

















In the above electoral districts, nearly everyone votes. In 
1967, except for Palung district, which the United Sabah 
National Organization carried, the Berjaya was victo- 
rious elsewhere. In 1981, they were all carried by the 
Berjaya. In 1985, except for Palung district, which was 
taken by Berjaya, all the others became the turf of Partai 
Bersatu Sabah. 


During the last state election in 1986, the foregoing six 
mixed districts were all Partai Bersatu Sabah territory in 
just the same way that they had been rolled up by the 
Berjaya in 1981. 


All Sabah political parties acknowledge the decisive role 
of the Chinese vote. Seat in the state parliament will 
belong to whichever party the Chinese community sup- 
ports in these mixed districts. 
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National Front Still Dominant in Sabah 


9OSEO110A Kuala Lumpur WATAN in Malay 
28 Jul 90 p § 


[Article by Datuk Mahamed Sopiee] 


[Text] The two National Front component parties, the 
Sabah United Party (PBS) and the United Sabah 
National Organization (USNO), made a clean sweep of 
all 48 seats in the recent state election. 


The success of these two parties can be considered a big 
victory for the National Front, which is made up of 
parties from the various communities and is led by 
Prime Minister Datuk Sri Dr. Mahathir Mohamad. 


The PBS won 75 percent of the seats contested in the 
election. Datuk Pairin Kitingan again demonstrated the 
ability of the party he leads to win a big victory and enjoy 
true support from the people of Sabah. 


PBS received 197,679 votes in the 48 districts it con- 
tested, or 57.79 percent of the total number of valid 
ballots. 


Of the 347,196 votes cast, 342,091 were valid. The 
remaining 4 885 ballots were defective. 


Although ihe party won three seats less than the 39 it 
held before the State Legislature was dissolved, the PBS 
received wider support among all the people of Sabah 
than in the 1986 state election. 


Its 48 candidates received 197,679 votes, or an average 
of 4,118 votes for each candidate. 


These results can be used as a basis for comparing the 
strength, popularity, and support achieved by other 
parties in the state. 


BERJAYA [Sabah People’s Party], the only party besides 
PBS that ran in all 48 districts, received only 24,145 
votes. This represented merely 7.35 percent of all valid 
ballots. 


Each BERJAYA candidate thus received an average of 
524 votes. 


Datuk Haris Saleh, BERJAYA president and former 
Sabah chief minister, received only 969 votes, which 
represented only 15.23 percent of the 6,361 votes 
counted in the Sipitang district, where he ran. 


Jawawi Haji Isa, the PBS candidate who won in that 
district, received 2,437 votes, while Dr. Yusof Yacob, 
the USNO candidate received 2,161 votes. 


Meanwhile, the Sabah People’s Party (PRS), under the 
leadership of James Ongkili, former Federal Cabinet 
member and former deputy chief minister of Sabah, was 
able to get only 12,312 votes in the 41 districts in which 
the party ran. 
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This represented merely 3.6 percent of the total number 
of ballots cast, meaning that each candidate received an 
average of only 300 votes. 


USNO, led by Tun Datu Mustapha Harun, veteran 
leader and Sabah’s political father, had only 37 candi- 
dates. Tun Datu Mustapha, now more than 70 years old, 
has served as governor, chief minister, and member of 
the Federal Cabinet. 


As expected, USNO has now emerged as the most 
influential opposition party in Sabah. It won in 12 of the 
48 districts and received 93,629 votes, which means that 
each of its candidates received 27.37 percent of the total 
vote. 


Another party, AKAR [People’s Justice Movement], led 
by former Deputy Chief Minister Mark Koding, had 33 
candidates and gathered 10,767 votes. 


That figure represented 3.15 percent of the total number 
of valid ballots cast in the election, or an average of 326 
votes for each of the 33 candidates. 


Chinese 


The Chinese-controlled Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) 
had 14 Chinese candidates but was able to gather only 
14,323 votes, or 4.18 percent of the total vote. This 
meant that each candidate received an average of only 
1,023 votes. 


LDP did better than DAP [Democratic Action Party] 
from the Peninsula. DAP’s seven candidates, which ran 
in districts with Chinese majorities, were able to get only 
5,879 votes. Each candidate thus received 840 votes, or 
1.7 percent of the total vote. 


DAP’s achievements in the Sabah state election were not 
as satisfactory as in the 1986 election, when they won 
four seats in Parliament. 


In the 1986 election, Sabah DAP leader Fung Ket Wing 
won the Sandakan parliamentary seat with 12,710 votes. 
He received 5,767 votes more than his National Front 
challenger. 


He received 3,416 votes more than in the 1982 election. 


In the 1990 state election, however, the three DAP 
candidates running in the Elopura, Tanjung Papap, and 
Karamunting districts, which are al! part of the San- 
dakan parliamentary district, received 908, 1,882, and 
692 votes, respectively. This made a total of merely 
2,482 of the 25,606 votes cast in the three districts. 


The same was true of the Gaya parliamentary district, 
where the DAP candidate won a big victory in 1986 with 
a 6,599-vote majority and a total vote of 12,388. 


In the recent state election, the party’s candidates in 
Likas and Api-Api, both in the Gaya parliamentary 
district, received 416 and 1,039 votes, respectively, a 
total of 1,455 of the 24,027 votes cast in the two districts. 


The six DAP candidates other than Fung Ket Wing all lost 
their deposit money, because they received less than one- 
eighth of the total vote in the districts in which they ran. 


This means that all 14 Chinese candidates representing 
the LDP and DAP were defeated in the state election, 
while 10 Chinese candidates from the PBS won in eight 
districts with Chinese majorities. 


One of the Chinese was the winner in the Sungai Sibunga 
district, where Muslim Bumiputra [Malays and other 
indigenous peoples] are in the majority. 


Another won a big victory with a 1 ,665-vote majority in 
Lubuk, a district where 48.9 percent of the people are 
Muslim Bumiputra, 47.8 percent are non-Muslim 
Bumiputra, and 3.3 percent are Chinese. 


Furthermore, USNO candidates won in all 12 districts 
that have Muslim majorities. 


The 36 victorious PBS candidates consisted of 16 non- 
Muslim Bumiputra, 10 Muslim Bumiputra, and 10 Chinese. 


PBS candidates won in all 17 districts where the majority 
of votes were non-Muslim Bumiputra. 


At least 6 of these 17 PBS candidates were Muslims. 


Of the seven Muslim-majority districts won by the PBS, 
one candidate was Chinese, three were Muslim Bumip- 
utra, and three were non-Muslim Bumiputra. 


Buang Sayang was the only seat that BERJAYA won in 
the 1986 general election that PBS was successful in 
capturing in the state election. 


Former BERJAYA President Datuk Mohamad Noor 
Mansoor, the 1986 winner of the seat, had moved to 
another district. The PBS candidate, Claudius Bundang 
Alex, captured the seat with 4,382 votes, defeating the 
USNO candidate, Abdul Rahim Ismail, who received 
3,961 votes. The BERJAYA candidate, Ahmad Nunsi 
Haji Mahali, lost his deposit money by gathering only 
852 votes. 


Islam 


The AKAR candidate suffered the same fate, winning 
only 32 votes. The PRS candidate received only 78 
votes. 


Meanwhile, USNO was successful in recapturing from 
PBS four seats in the Sulaman, Suaku, Bogawan, and 
Balung districts. 


Having won this outstanding victory, Chief Minister 
Datuk Sri Pairin Kitingan is now endeavoring to form a 
stable government in Sabah. 
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With the election of 36 PBS representatives, PBS con- 
trols three-fourths of the State Legislature, thus enabling 
the chief minister to appoint six more members to the 
legislature. 


He did a natural thing by appointing PBS Deputy 
President Datuk Baharom Titingan to be a member of 
the legislature, thereby enabling this leader of the 
Muslim community to continue to serve as one of the 
three deputy chief ministers. 


Datuk Baharom had won the Balung seat in the 1985 
state election as a National Front candidate representing 
BERJAYA. In the 1986 state election, he kept the seat as 
a PBS candidate. 


In the 1990 election, he lost the seat to the USNO 
candidate by 51 votes in a five-way contest. There were 
291 defective votes, or almost six times the margin by 
which Datuk Baharom lost the election. He was one of 
the three PBS deputy president candidates. 


Since Datuk Baharom’s appointment last year as one of 
the three PBS deputy presidents, it has been expected 
that Assistant Minister Yong Teck Lee would be pro- 
moted to replace Datuk Chau Tet On as one of the three 
deputy chief ministers. It took place as expected. 


The outcome of the state election indicates there is a 
great possibility that DAP will lose all four of the 
parliamentary seats it now holds when the general elec- 
tion is held throughout the country soon. 


PBS and USNO can win all 20 of the state’s seats in 
Parliament for the National Front. 


Although both parties are in the National Front, the state 
government controlled by the PBS is opposed in the 
State Legislature by USNO. The same is true of Sarawak, 
where the state government is controlled by National 
Front parties and opposed by the Sarawak Dayak Party 
(PBDS), which is represented at the Central Government 
level in Kuala Lumpur. Similarly, USNO is a member of 
the Federal Government led by Datuk Sri Dr. Mahathir 
Mohamad. 


These developments clearly demonstrate the political 
enthusiasm that exists in Malaysia. Therefore, in order 
to strengthen national unity and expedite economic 
development and social progress, we should expand the 
National Front by inviting into its membership all 
parties that practice democracy and have broad support 
among the people. 


We should again try hard to accommodate the interests 
of all races and levels of society in order to achieve 
agreement for the sake of progress, without too much 
waste of time and resources on political disputes. 


As soon as the general election campaign is over, we 
should shake hands and again work together for the sake 
of the people and the country. 
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Malaysian Air Force: Organizational Structure, 
State of Affairs 


90SE0123A Kuala Lumpur ASIAN DEFENCE 
JOURNAL in English July 90 pp 41-44 


[Article by Major (R)R. Sachithananthan—First para- 
graph is introductory paragraph 


[Text] The RMAF celebrated its 32nd anniversary 
recently and has come a long way from its one type aircraft 
(single and twin Pioneers) air force supporting counter- 
insurgency operations to a highly trained fighting force 
with modern aircraft. While it is constantly upgrading its 
tactical proficiency through regular joint exercises with 
Western and ASEAN air forces, it is lacking in some 
areas that must be put right. ADJ takes a peak at the 
RMAF that is seeing a lot of changes. 


On | June, the Royal Malaysian Air Force (RMAF) 
celebrated its 32nd anniversary. This year is significant 
to the RMAF as only 2 months previously—in April, the 
baton of command was passed from its third Chief 
Lieutenant General Tan Sri Datuk Mohamad Ngah Said 
to the new Supreme Lieutenant General Datuk Mohd 
Yunus bin Tasi. When the command changes so does the 
aspiration and the future direction of any organisation— 
especially if its a military force. 


It has been known within the local military circles that 
the style, works, ethics, character and the modus- 
operandi of the past and the present chief differ in many 
ways. While Lt Gen Tan Sri Mohd Ngah Said (a fighter 
pilot) was flamboyant, out spoken, critical, at times even 
of the system and the government and is reputed to have 
a short fuse, Lt Gen Datuk Yunus Tasi is more relaxed, 
cautious, self spoken and sometimes shy and one who 
would work with the system to get the support, for the 
change that is required. According to his colleagues, 
being a transport pilot, he is meticulous and makes 
decisions carefully after considering all options avail- 
able. It speaks well of the Chief that has a lot of leg-work 
to do to give his force new direction to face the chal- 
lenges ahead. 


The last 5 years or so has seen no introduction of new 
aircraft or any significant equipment for the RMAF. 
This is due to the fact that these had been the years, when 
the economic downturn that hit the world had a signifi- 
cant effect on the Malaysian economy, and the biggest 
cut in allocation was from the defence budget. 


The RMAF being one of the most skill-dependent and 
technology based wing of the military has taken these 
years to look inward to revamp its organisational and 
command structure as part of a continuing process of 
consolidation and changes to a management system 
which was fast becoming antiquated, and long overdue, 
bearing in mind that in the 32 years that had elapsed, the 
RMAF had grown from a force of 500 men into one with 
more than 12,000 men and women. What was once a 
l-squadron anti-guerrilla air arm is now an air force of 
14 squadrons and 21 units with A-4 Skyhawks, F-5 Es, 
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MB-339s, C-130 troop lift and maritime aircraft, heli- 
copters trainers and VIP aircraft, backed by a highly 
capable air defence system-MADGE—supplied by 
Hughes that will soon be backed up by acquisitions from 
GEC-Marconi of United Kingdom. 


Organisational Structure 


The RMAF has now been restructured into three levels 
of administrative and three command headquarters. 
These changes that were initiated in June 1988 for a trial 
period of 2 years and is now there to stay as its has 
worked well. The three levels of administration are: 


¢ The Department of the Air Force—responsible for all 
policy, plans and administration. 

e The Command Headquarters—responsible for com- 
mand and day to day administration. 

¢ Squadrons and Training Establishments— 
responsible for implementation and day to day local 
administration. 


The three command headquarters are the: 


¢ Air Defence Command 
¢ Air Support Command and 
¢ Air Training Command 


Within the Department of the Air Force, which is 
co-located with the Ministry of Defence, the Chief of the 
Air Force has a deputy who is also the Chief of Staff, and 
four integrated groupings of specialisations, each headed 
by an Assistant Chief of Air Staff. These grouping are: 
Plans and Operations, Systems, Material and Man- 
power. Three staff agencies namely: Inspectorate Gen- 
eral Air Force Intelligence and a Secretariat to further 
support the Chief and the integrated groupings. 


New Equipment 


While the lean years have been taken to consolidate and 
train the human resources into a cohesive fighting force, 
new and more sophisticated flying machines, air defence 
systems, air defence missiles and guns, better training 
facilities, accommodations and simulators, air weapons 
range and better terms and conditions for the officers 
and men are necessary. While it has always been argued 
that it is well-trained men that is important and in most 
cases the important factor for either victory or defeat in 
these modern days, unless a force has adequate weap- 
onry in war, it is defeated even before it can start. These 
lessons, have been taught time and time again in 
numerous wars, and the many Arab-Israel wars are some 
very good examples. 


In the past 2-years, since the signing of the Memo- 
randum of Understanding (MoU) between Malaysia and 
the United Kingdom, there has been numerous 
announcements and speculations on the intended pur- 
chase of the Tornado fighters. That has come to pass, 
and the reason given by Prime Minister Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad is rather a valid one—it would have cost just 
too much to buy them and more to operate them. 
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This announcement had been anticipated and did not 
come too early. Even the United Kingdom, due [to] the 
shift in the diminishing threat of military confrontation 
with the Warsaw Pact have opted out of the final 
shipment of 33 Tornado strike and fighter aircraft to 
equip the Royal Air Force—all because of cost. 


However, it is heartening to hear the prime minister state 
that the RMAF will buy the British Aerospace Hawk 
fighter/attack aircraft, 600 of which are presently in 
operation with |! countries worldwide and has recently 
been contracted by the South Korean Air Force. Brunei 
has announced that it is buying two squadrons and so is 
Thailand and Indonesia while the Philippines are 
looking into the possibility of acquiring them. As in the 
case of the F-SE interceptors which Malaysia was first to 
introduce to the region in 1975, the Hawks will soon be 
an ASEAN fighter that will improve in‘er-operability 
during exercises and joint missions. 


The other significant purchase announcement this 
year—on 22 March, is the acquisition of two Martello 
3D long-range air defence radars manufactured by GEC- 
Marconi to improve surveillance of the Malaysian air 
space. The radars would be integrated into the Hughes 
MADGE system which includes the Hughes Aircraft 
Corporation’s air defence radar to further enhance its 
performance. The government has also contracted to buy 
two Mardis air defence support systems and to upgrade 
existing S-600 Marconi air defence radars at the RMAF 
Centre in Bukit Jugra, about 40 km from Kuala Lumpur. 
The first of the radar and support system is scheduled to 
be operational by June 1992 while the second will be 
switched on in December of the same year. 


Management System 


The Air Force Chief told ADJ on | June that an 
Information Management System (SPINTRA) for the 
RMAF will be fully operational within a year for a more 
orderly management of assistance, operation and chan- 
nelling. The system will provide speedy and exact infor- 
mation, a vital factor in enabling those concerned in the 
management of assistance and operation to take imme- 
diate action. Another system of priority, the Automated 
Logistics Management System (ALMS) was expected to 
be fully operational in 2 years’ time. 


Computer systems have been in existence for a long time 
and the fact that the RMAF is only getting them now is 
indeed a very sad state of affairs. While they cost some 
capital outlay, these systems are absolutely necessary. 
Computers can save lives and also cut cost on accounting 
and man-working hours. It should also be noted that they 
also provide a means for a quick check that could deter 
fraudulent misuse of stores and funds. 


As in the case of the other two services, there are a lot of 
plans drawn-up for the improvement to the services, but 
most are not implemented although repeated announce- 
ments have been made of impending constructions. One 
case in question that has been in the media for the last 15 
years is the construction of Gong Kedak as a major air 
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base. Ideally located for development into a proper 
principal air base, Gong Kedak has been used by the 
royal Air Force (RAF) during the Second World War. 
The airfield has two runways and is presently used 
occasionally by the Special Forces (Commando) Regi- 
ment as a para training area. 


The RMAF which shares all runways at the major 
airports throughout the country with the Department of 
Civil Aviation has identified that it needed other major 
air bases in-line with its expansion programme. Oniy 
Butterworth, situated in the north, is a dedicated mili- 
tary air base. The plans that were submitted to the 
Federal government was for Gong Kedak to be fully 
developed to become the RMAF’s largest air base in the 
country with upgraded facilities. However, as in the 
1980s, it still remains a dream. There is no sight of the 
MR$6.5 billion needed for the reconstruction and also 
for the relocation of major RMAF training institutions. 
Meanwhile, some |! ,400 hectares had been acquired from 
local villages on payment of compensation and the 
original 6,400 feet runway at Gong Kedak, which is still 
in good condition, remains under utilised. 


Defence Awareness 


Unfortunately for the RMAF and the Armed Forces, 
most if not all Members of Parliament, both within the 
government and the opposition, and the government 
civil service have very little military knowledge. They do 
not pay much attention to national defence and though 
there has been talk for years of the concept of ‘total 
defence’ only a few understand it, and no one is doing 
anything about it. Any allocation for defence especially 
for the purchase of aircraft, electronic equipment, tanks, 
systems, etc. is a waste of public money as far as most of 
them are concerned. Their position is that it does not 
buy votes. 


Due to this the three services of the Armed Forces will 
always suffer, and purchases of state-of-the-art equip- 
ment will be peace-meal. While there is a plan—it will 
remain on paper. It is fortunate that the prime minister 
had the vision of the MoU to upgrade the Armed Forces. 
It is because of this that the RMAF has contracted for 
advanced air defence radars and will soon contract the 
Hawks noted for its high precision attack at low level and 
the best selling jet trainer/strike aircraft of its class. It 
will bring back some pride to the air force that has been 
the trend setter in the 1970s, and which was the first to 
introduce aircraft like the Sikorsky 5-61A, the F-5E and 
the C-130 in the ASEAN region. The RMAF were the 
trend setters and its pilots were the best—not to say that 
they are still not, but for their expected performance in 
the event of war, they must have improved machines. 


There is a need (perhaps the less expensive way) to 
retrofit the Sikorsky S-61A (Nuri) with better engines, 
avionics and other equipment. Again where there was a 
plan and a lot of talk about this upgrade, nothing has 
been implemented. In this age of modern defence tech- 
nology 


the RMAF Nuris still do not have such basic 
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attributes as night flying and all weather capability. It is 
a feat that with all these deficiencies RMAF pi'ots have 
proven themselves in countless active operations in 
support of counter insurgency operations air/sea patrols 
and SAR missions, that they are up to the mark. The 
Nuris that have been the workhorse of the RMAF must 
be given a new life or better and more modern, and 
proven helicopter should be purchased soon for this role 
that cannot be done by fixed wing aircraft. 


Advanced Systems 


What the RMAF now needs is a comprehensive master 
plan which would enable it to defend the country if 
attacked, wage and win a limited conventional war. It 
needs a flexible strategy for development, taking into 
account rapid advances in high technology military 
systems such as air defence, navigational systems, early 
warning systems, airborne warning and control system 
(AWACS), command control, communication and intel- 
ligence systems (C*I) and other weapon systems. It also 
needs base defence systems capabilities as it has no high 
or low-level air defence missile systems to speak of, and 
no effective ultra low level air defence systems. 


Though it has been identified that the RMAF has the 
skills and manpower training, the new Chief and his 
advisers must tackle the problem of funds and new 
equipment. Perhaps a new PR exercise and an orienta- 
tion for the Members of Parliament and the civil service 
will go a long way to muster the support to ensure that 
the RMAF, in the event of an armed conflict, has 
effective control of the air, or at least deny the enemy of 
air superiority. 


Mosque Used as Illicit Drug Center 


9OSE3110B Kuala Lumpur WATAN in Malay 
28 Jul 90 pp 12, 13 


[Article by Rahmat Othman] 


{Text} Kuala Lumpur—Do not go to Melayu Street on 
Saturday afternoon or Sunday morning, especially if you 
cre driving, because the area is packed with people. 


It is not because of a night bazaar or medicine peddlers, 
or political speeches by Spirit of °46 or DAP [Democratic 
Action Party]. The area is ‘stormed’ by members of the 
Tabligh congregation. 


Hundreds, even thousands, of Tabligh members gather 
there at those times, making the streets extremely con- 
gested. 


The situation is no longer surprising, because for 10 
years this business district in center city has been a 
campground for the Tabligh congregation at these hours. 


They congregate at the Indian Mosque, which is one of 
the oldest mosques in the country and has now become 
known as Tabligh headquarters 
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In fact, the mosque has become famous because of the 
Tabligh congregation. Whenever the Indian Mosque is 
mentioned, a person immediately envisions robed men 
with sideburns and small beards. 


For some time, however, the mosque has been known 
not only as Tabligh headquarters, but also as a center for 
illegal drug use and traffic. 


This is regrettable, for the use of these illicit substances 
can defile the purity of that house of worship. 


The chief imam there, Shaikh Alaudin Abdulla Al-Haj, 
68, acknowledged that this is a very regrettable develop- 
ment. He wants authorities to take action before condi- 
tions get any worse. 


At early morning prayers on 28 May, the police con- 
ducted a raid on the mosque and arrested many people 
suspected of drug use. 


The raid did not frighten them, however. The mosque is 
still polluted by drug users disguised as Tabligh members. 


According to Shaikh Alaudin, it is difficult for mosque 
authorities to bring charges against drug users, since 
more than 100 Mus!iins sicep at the mosque every night. 


Most of them come from India and Pakistan, and some 
come from Europe and other Western countries. 


They gather in the lecture room on the mosque’s lower 
level and then sleep there on robes or sarongs. 


Large numbers gather on Saturday night to listen to the 
religious lectures that are given after sunset. 


Among the many people who sleep there are drug users 
disguised as Tabligh members. 


They not only use drugs in corners and certain other 
places, but they also damage the mosque. 


Irresponsible persons have broken up some of the roof, 
especially over the toilets, in order to make it easy for 
drug users to come and go at any time. 


Drug users often climb over the gates to the mosque area 
after midnight. Although mosque authorities keep 
watch, the practice is still common. 


The chief imam says that a number of thefts also have 
occurred among Tabligh people and members of the 
public. 


Thefts of shoes and of alms money from the charity box 
are also common. Some of the Tabligh members steal 
from the charity box by using a stick with chewing gum 
on the end. 


“We believe that a large amount of alms money has been 
stolen to buy drugs,” he said. 


He often gets reports about the disappearance of shoes 
and valuables belonging to members who perform 
Friday prayers. 
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“We believe that the stolen shoes are sold around Chow 
Kit Street, and some are worn by the drug users them- 
selves,” he said. 


He laments the conduct of drug users who do not respect 
such a place of worship. He said he has tried several 
times to drive them out, but they pay no attention to 
him. 


“The drug users dress like religious people. They wear 
turbans and robes and are always carrying prayer beads, 
but their conduct shows that they are drug users wearing 
‘religious masks,” he said. 


Indian Mosque guard Abdul Kadir Fakir Mahamad, 63, 
said that drugs are referred to as “medicine” by drug 
users at the mosque. 


He said he once found a matchbox containing drugs in 
the mosque. 


“The users consume drugs in the toilets. He said two or 
three people go into a toilet carrying needles, candles, 
and spoons. 


“Because they stay in the toilets too long, they hurt other 
people, and they litter the toilets with all kinds of trash,” 
he said. 


Abdul Kadir has collected some of the needles utilized 
by the drug users there. 


He said that although he has chanced several times upon 
people using drugs he has not been able to do anything. 


“I hope the authorities will conduct raids from time to 
time to eliminate drug abuse in the Indian Mosque 
area,” he said. 


Police Make Raids 


As many as 13,000 drug users have been identified in the 
Kuala Lumpur area, and the number is on the rise. 


They are increasing because Kuala Lumpur is a focal 
point for all levels of society, according to the chief of the 
Antidrug Branch, Assistant Police Commissione: 
Osman Talib. 


“In Kuala Lumpur, people can get money easily. For 
example, they can wash or guard cars, work in restau- 
rants, or sell bottles and scrap iron. 


“Most of these people are drug users or small-time 
traffickers,” he said. 


He said that there are several areas on which the police 
often concentrate. These include the areas around the 
Indian Mosque, Melayu Street, and Bunus Street. 


He also said that the Indian Mosque is known as a center 
for the worst trafficking and use of drugs among Tabligh 
members. 
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Although police make frequent raids in the area, he said, 
there has been no decline in the numbers of users and 
dealers. 


“Five or six raids were made at the Indian Mosque 
during the first 6 months of the year, and the number of 
arrests has multiplied. 


“From 25 to 31 May, 30 users were arrested and held for 
14 days for urine testing and further interrogation,” he 
said. 


Last January, he said, 2 kilograms of marijuana were 
seized at the Indian Mosque. On 25 May, police confis- 
cated 120 grams of drugs and 5,800 ringgit in cash from 
a Honda Accord. He added that police have been able to 
identify some small-time traffickers in the area. 


“The users and dealers act and dress like Tabligh people. 
They do this to avoid being observed by police, but by 
investigation we overcome their efforts,” he added. 


He said police have had the cooperation of the public, 
including imams and other mosque employees. 


‘“‘We will maintain surveillance of the area and will 
conduct raids from time to time, even within the Indian 
Mosque. Although most users wear Tabligh clothes, we 
know who they actually are,” he said. 


Many Know 


People who live near Melayu Street know that the Indian 
Mosque is a center for drug use and trafficking, but they 
do not want to be involved. 


Many think that efforts to eradicate drugs from the holy 
place are the responsibility of authorities and the 
mosque committee alone. 


Yahya Zakaria, 29, said that drug abuse exists around the 
Indian Mosque but that not many people take part in it. 


“These activities not only take place outside the mosque 
but have spread to the inside, too. This hurts its name as 
‘Tabligh headquarters. It also makes many people 
believe that there are irregularities in Tabligh activities 
at the Indian Mosque,” he said. 


He said that it is the responsibility of all Muslims to stop 
this practice. It is not true, as the public thinks, that all 
Tabligh members are involved in drugs; for only a small 
group is doing this. 


“Drug users mix with Tabligh members and act like 
religious people,” he said. 


Yahya, who has been a Tabligh member for 1!2 years, 
said that the Indian Mosque is his second home and that 
his heart has been more calm and peaceful since he began 
to take part. 


Another Tabligh member, Mohamad Zaid Mukmin, 31, 
said that drug use is widespread around the Indian 
Mosaue. 


MALAYSIA 25 


Drugs are consumed openly by users, who come in to 
relieve their “fatigue.” 


“Some of them also dare to distribute or sell drugs, 
especially at night or when members are occupied with 
teaching,” he said. 


He said that although some people consider the Indian 
Mosque to be a bad place, he intends to continue with 
Tabligh activities there. 


Workers Urged Not To Leave Country for Illegal 
Employment Abroad 


90SE0109A Selangor SIN CHEW JIT POH in Chinese 
25 Jul 90 p 27 


[Article by Chang Yu-fu]: “Continuing Labor Outflow 
Impedes National Economic Development’’] 


[Text] Because domestic wages and benefits leave much 
to be desired in comparison with nearby countries, very 
many young male and female members of the country’s 
workforce have left the country in a stream in recent 
years to seek better paying jobs in other countries. Most 
of them have been citizens of Chinese descent, and most 
have gone to Singapore, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Japan, 
Australia, and even as far away as Europe and the United 
States. Although no official statistics are available, a 
conservative estimate places the number at between 
300,000 and 400,000. 


The country’s economy has grown tremendously for four 
years in a row, and forecasts call for a an annual average 
seven percent speed of sustained advance until the year 
2,000. Ours is an extraordinarily young country in which 
the population over 60 years of age is only four percent, 
while the working age population between 15 and 20 
years old is as high as 59 percent. With the steady 
completion of capital construction, including a transpor- 
tation network that fans out in all directions, telecom- 
munications equipment, ports and airfields, the whole 
country will throb with accelerated vitality. 


Because of the effect of the above factors, the national 
economy is flourishing; foreign investment is coming in 
steadily; and the unemployed in the country are being 
turned to good account. However, laborers’ craze to go 
abroad to work in wave after wave is at fever pitch, and 
unless the government halts the outflow or encourages 
workers to remain at home to take part in development, 
the day is bound to come when there will be a severe 
labor shortage in the country. Then, the adverse effect on 
economic progress is bound to be huge. 


Advantages and Disadvantages of the Country’s 
Workforce Going Abroad To Work 


It goes without saying that the country or individual 
families benefit from workers going abroad to work. For 
individuals, it makes improvement of their family’s 
standard of living possible, and for the country it means 
the earning of foreign exchange, as well as an easing of 
domestic unemployment pressures. 
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Nevertheless, everything has a positive and a negative 
side, meaning that where there are advantages, there are 
bound to be disadvantages as well. On the positive side, 
there is the earning of foreign exchange for the enrich- 
ment of the national treasury, raising family standards of 
living, and temporarily reliving the country’s unemploy- 
ment pressures. In addition, workers can become versed 
in skills abroad that they can apply when they return 
home. The workers can also use the money they earn to 
develop their own undertakings. 


On the negative side, when most workers go abroad to 
work, they work illegally, except in the case of Singapore. 
This is because when most workers go abroad to work, 
they apply for entry to foreign countries as tourists, 
remaining to work after their visas expire. Every country 
in the world enacts laws to protect its own citizens’ work 
rights and interests. This means that when aliens go to a 
country to work, they must receive permission before 
working; otherwise, they are working illegally. Once 
discovered, depending on the law in each country, 
serious offenders may be fined and imprisoned, and light 
offenders may be find and deported, not being allowed to 
re-enter that country for two or three years. 


Second, when workers work abroad, they are unable to 
enjoy the benefits that the local government has enacted. 
They may be exploited by unscrupulous firms, and they 
have no job security whatsoever. 


One Rogue Elephant Can Harm All Laborers 


More seriously, some evildoers who commit heinous 
crimes at home fly away to a distant country where they 
falsify their origins and work as fugitives. The damage 
that one such rogue elephant can do is difficult to 
remove. Upon first arriving in a different country where 
everyone and every place is strange at first, such persons 
toe the line and work diligently with all the other 
workers. However, once they become very familiar with 
the local environment, and when they are unable to 
afford all the beguiling things in local life, they gradually 
become attracted to wine, women, wealth, and power. As 
a result, they may either become involved with the local 
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criminal society, or get together in small groups to 
engage in illegal activities such as smuggling and selling 
narcotics, and tricking unwitting girls into prostitution. 
Such behavior really disgraces their country. 


Today, there are quite a few workers from Malaysia in 
Taiwan, all of them working illegally, and they are all 
workers who have overstayed their permits. Most of 
these workers are good and honest people who work 
hard, but a small number are rogue elephants who 
perpetrate shocking acts such as robbing and killing 
people, forming gangs to loot, selling narcotics, gang 
raping, and enticing young girls from Malaysia to go to 
Taiwan to engage in prostitution in an endless stream of 
offenses. 


Recently, reports have appeared from time to time about 
workers from Malaysia who committed serious crimes in 
Taiwan and were sentenced to be shot to death. The large 
scale influx into the market of workers in Japan has 
caused social problems. Currently, the Japanese govern- 
ment is conducting vigorous sweeps to get rid of illegal 
workers who have overstayed their permits. Once appre- 
hended, serious offenders are imprisoned for three years; 
light offenders are fined and deported. 


The sad history of workers abroad truly merits the 
sympathy and respect of all. 


Negative Effects of New Fconomic Policies 


Not all of the economic policies put into effect in the 
country since 1970 have been unassailable. They lead to 
concern on two counts as follows: they produce a bad 
effect on both the supply and the demand sides during a 
period of economic take-off when there is a labor 
shortage, and the size of the domestic market is small. 


Second is the pressure of currency inflation. An antici- 
pated six percent rise in prices during 1990 has impelled 
the country’s central bank to begin to tighten its existing 
currency policies. 


Whether the country’s economic take-off will produce 
yet another Asian dragon rernains to be seen. 
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Aquino Appoints Team To Plan Base Conversion 
90SE0104E Manila MALAYA in English 29 Jul 90 p 2 


[Text] President Aquino formed yesterday a team that 
will start the physical implementation of projects related 
to the government’s base conversion plans. 


Under Administrative Order No 416, the President 
created a Special Operations Team to be headed by 
Secretary Fiorello Estuar of public works and highways. 
It also includes as members Cabinet Secretary Aniceto 
Sobrepena and Undersecretary Ernesto de Castro. 


The team is also tasked with: 


- Determining the issues and concerns related to the 
implementation of the conversion plan, and formulating 
such actions as may be necessary to carry these out. 


- Providing technical advice to the President on matters 
involving the conversion plan. 


- Performing such other tasks which the President may 
assign. 


Estuar’s team is also authorized to call upon any depart- 
ment, bureau, agency or instrumentality of government, 
including government-owned and controlled corpora- 
tions, for assistance it may need in discharging its duties. 


The team will perform its functions until such time that 
a Bases Development Authority is organized and fully 
operational. The creation of the Bases Development 
Authority is contained in a bill pending in Congress and 
is among the priority measures identified by the Presi- 
dent in the legislative agenda. 


Earlier, Malacanang said projects can already be imple- 
mented in the baselands that were turned over by the 
American authorities to the Philippine government. 


It also said the government should be ready to start 
conversion projects in the bases themselves should the 
Philippines and U.S. governments fail to agree on a 
treaty after 1991. 


Criticism of Aquino’s Kabisig Movement 


90SE0100A Manila NATIONAL MIDWEEK in English 
18 Jul 90 p 35 


[Text] Allegedly shunning away from traditional politics, 
President Aquino formally launched Kabisig, a pzople’s 
movement supposed to be of solid support to the gov- 
ernment’s programs and projects. 


Coinciding with the 92nd anniversary of Philippine 
independence, the formal launching of Kabisig only 
rendered the occasion even more meaningless. For again, 
the President decorated her speech with empty rhetorics, 
making the people once more believe in false hopes being 
offered by the newly-born “people’s movement.” 


While President Aquino’s blind supporters on the occa- 
sion of the independence rites welcomed the Kabisig’s 
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formation with applause, we the peasants belonging to 
the Alyansa ng Magbubukid sa Gitnang Luson (AMGL) 
deliberately stayed away from such a wasteful and mean- 
ingless activity. For the Filipino peasants, nothing could 
be more significant than the implementation of genuine 
agrarian reform program which will liberate the peas- 
antry from the bondage of exploitation by big landlords- 
traders-usurers. 


The President need not add more to the long list of her 
unfulfilled promises. All she had to do is to live up to the 
expectations of the peasantry and Filipino people by 
instituting social justice through genuine agrarian reform 
and by upholding sovereignty by order the immediate 
and total dismantling of the U.S. bases. 


Lacking the popular support of the people, Kabisig faces 
a bleak future and would not fit to whatever political 
motives behind the organizing of such a politica! group. 


Unless the Aquino government attends seriously to the 
plight of the workers and farmers and other sectors of 
society and unless the government put to a stop U.S. 
intervention in Philippine economic and political 
affairs, there can be no genuine independence for the 
Filipino people. 


Commentary on Aquino’s Kabisig Movement 


90SE0087B Manila DYARYO PILIPINO in Tagalog 
12 Jul 90 p 3 


[Text] The founding of the Kabisig (“Arm in Arm”’) is 
President Aquino’s way of getting back at the traditional 
politicians (“rags”) who accuse her of shortcomings. The 
President wants to distance herself from “the rags,” 
whom she herself brought back to the political scene. 
“The rags” are made her pretext for her incompetent 
administration. During her four-year tenure of office, 
Mrs. Aquino has shown all the characteristics of a 
politician who thinks of nothing but the importance of 
her office. As President, she stated that she would enact 
reforms for the very poor, but this is just an unfulfilled 
promise. When public attacks against the graft and 
corruption of her government began, she made it clear 
that she would catch the big fish (politicians), even if she 
could get only one of them within a six-month period; 
however, nothing has happened. Like a traditional poli- 
tician, Aquino paid more attention to her own reputa- 
tion than to her performance in office. She enjoyed the 
praises heaped upon her when she visited rich nations to 
ask for help, loans, and capital. Similarly, her adminis- 
tration neglected the basic infrastructure needed for 
either foreign or local business. It was then too late, when 
she discovered that the lack of electricity, water, and 
communications facilities is the most powerful way by 
which to lose the trust and confidence of the investors. 


Aquino is very traditional in dealing with toreign credi- 
tors and powerful foreign countries. She promised to pay 
Marcos’s debts “out of pride and national honor” even if 
doing so meant the death of one young Filipino every 
hour, for then there would be insufficient social services. 
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Aquino was a show-off when the Phantom jets came 
roaring Over continuously during the coup d’etat in 
December—the traditional faith that she has in her best 
“ally” truly helped her at this crucial moment. Now, 
regarding the negotiations on the bases, her traditional 
formulation of “open options,” which in reality was 
deceptive, but didn’t deceive anybody anyway, much 
less the Americans, led to more deception—the joint use, 
by U.S. and Philippine forces, of the bases. 


However, Aquino became extremely traditional after she 
took very unpopular political actions. She violently 
criticized the landowners because of their lack of interest 
in CARL, which is something like her own (hacienda) 
Luisita plantation, which became a model of a program 
of land reform, held dearly, on vast tracts of territory. 
She was an astute politician when she joined forces with 
the Marcos’s politicians in the last national elections. 


It is clear that the formation of the Kabisig (“Arm in 
Arm’’) was guided by political motives, for a movement 
that is based on the true power of the people must 
originate from below. There were many new people- 
organizations after the revolution at EDSA. Mrs Aquino 
never persuaded these organizations to actively partici- 
pate in a democracy. In truth, her administration has 
had to respond to harassment by some of these organi- 
zations ever since the beginning of her incumbency. For 
example, the shooting of the farmers near Malacanang; 
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another example: the organizations of workers and 
farmers who experienced brutal assaults by the soldiers 
and police. A genuine movement of the people against 
the politicians, including Aquino, should start from the 
people themselves and does not need the guidance of 
Malacanang (Palace). In organizations like this, people 
will only become suspicious that Malacanang will 
manipulate them during the elections. 


It is said that the Kabisig is an organization of the 
non-traditional politicians, but its top leaders have per- 
sonalities that are publicly attacked because of their 
doubtful proposals. Kabisig also has a young “‘rag”’ in its 
leadership—like Oscar Orbos of the LDP, whose fore- 
most trait is extreme enthusiasm. In contrast to their 
resentment, a drama about their wounded pride or their 
feeling of being useless, the small and big “rags” unex- 
pectedly show up and declare their support, and 
although Mrs Aquino would want to give the Kabisig a 
new, non-political appearance, yet she cannot get away 
from the fact that “politics is addition,” an act of a true 
“rag.” 


It is evident that the Kabisig is incapable of giving hope 
to the poor masses. 


It is high time to kick out the “rags,” but it is impossible 
to accomplish this through a movement headed by a 
“rag” who has been proven to be a cunning conspirator. 
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Rice Exporters Fear Losses in Gulf War 


90SE0118C Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
7 Aug 90 p 26 


[Text] Nine rice exporters are gravely concerned about 
forfeiting more than 2,000 million baht in credit 
extended to Iraq for rice sales to that country, trading 
sources said yesterday. 


Their concern follows last week’s Iraqi invasion of 
neighbouring Kuwait, which has led several countries, 
including the United States, to decide to freeze both 
countries’ assets deposited with them. 


Nine leading rice exporters—Soon Hua Seng, Capital 
Rice, Hong Yiah Seng, Huay Chuan, Thai Hua, Seng 
Thong, Chaiyaporn Rice, Siam Rice and Kitporn—have 
sold high-quality rice to the Baghdad Government on 
credit terms for several years since the time of Iran-Iraq 
war. 


The amount of credit extended by each firm to Iraq 
averaged 200-300 million baht and none has yet received 
payment for its rice. 


The 2,000-million-baht credit line includes a joint ship- 
ment early this year pooled among the nine exporters 
when they were still sharing overseas rice orders. 


According to the sources, Soon Hua Seng and Kitporn 
are likely to suffer more compared to the others. 


They said these two exporters recently clinched a deal to 
supply 120,000 tons of 100 percent grade B white rice to 
Iraq at $270 a ton FOB with a 2-year credit term. 


Around 90,000 tons will be shipped by Soon Hua Seng 
and the rest by Kitporn. 


Sources said the other seven exporters had decided not 
to pool the order as they considered the amount of credit 
offered to Iraq was already high. 


Iraq is a major importer of high quality rice and last year 
imported 400,000 tons. This year’s purchases have 
amounted to only 80,000 tons. 


The sources said they did not expect much impact on 
trade with Kuwait which usually buys Thai rice in cash. 
This year’s purchases have totalled 50,000 tons so far. 


But they said if the war expanded to other Gulf states, 
the damage to Thai rice exports could be far worse. 


Capital Rice and Hong Yiah Seng recently sold 165,000 
tons of high grade rice to Iran for cash. 


The sources said the new Gulf war would cause freight 
costs for shipments to the area to rise and a war risk 
premium might be levelled. 


If so, this would affect Thai exporters who would have to 
shoulder higher shipping costs. 
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Besides rice, exports of Thai textiles and garments to 
Gulf states worth millions of baht might be affected. 


Thai Garment Manufacturing Association’s President 
Viroj Amatakulchai suggested exporters adopt a wait- 
and-see attitude untii the situation improves. 


Approval of Air Service Agreement With Laos 


BK2407124690 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
1200 GMT 24 Jul 90 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] The Cabinet approved the 
results of negotiations on an air service agreement with 
Laos. The agreement will increase flights by both coun- 
tries from one each to three. The Thai flights will be from 
Bangkok-Vientiane-Bangkok, Chiang Mai- 
Vientiane-Chiang Mai, and Khon Kaen-Vientiane-Khon 
Kaen. The Lao flights will fly to Bangkok, Chiang Mai, 
Khon Kaen, anJ back. [passage omitted] 


Sources Comment on Conflicts Over Cambodia 
Policy in Tokyo 


90SE0067B Bangkok LAK THAI in Thai 18-24 Jun 90 
pp 18-20 


‘Excerpts] [passage omitted] A high-level news source 
talked with LAK THAI about the real reasons for the 
resignation [of General Chawalit Yongchaiyut]. He said 
that there are probably other reasons besides those stated 
by Gen. Chawalit. This is probably a test of his “‘sincer- 
ity” in “giving.” But it seems that this is a one-sided 
“giving.” Our news source said that the events in Tokyo 
were used as a test by Gen. Chawalit to “measure” 
people’s sincerity. At the same time, these events showed 
the obstacles that he faced stemming from politics as 
LAK THAI once reported under the headline “Big Chiu 
Resigns—Splits in Tokyo.” [passage omitted] 


Our news source said that initially, it was felt that Gen. 
Chawalit would “lose face” in Tokyo, because neither 
Sihanouk nor Khieu Samphan planned on attending. 
Later on, it was known in Bangkok that Sihanouk and 
Khieu Samphan would be there, and it appeared that 
Sihanouk was prepared to sign the joint cease-fire state- 
ment. Thus, it seemed that Gen. Chawalit would play a 
“‘major” role in Tokyo as the person behind the success 
of this meeting. 


But cracks appeared when several plans were imple- 
mented to prevent Gen. Chawalit from gaining the 
“recognition” due him. Mr. Likhit Hongladarom, the 
deputy government spokesman, was prevented from 
traveling to Tokyo with Gen. Chawalit’s delegation. Our 
news source said that this was because Mr. Likhit speaks 
English fluently and could have issued statements to 
reporters in Tokyo on the progress made in getting the 
CGDK [Coalition Government of Democratic Kampu- 
chea] to sign the cease-fire agreement and who was 
responsible for this. 
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Advised Against Going To Beijing 


After Gen. Chawalit succeeded in getting Sihanouk to 
sign an agreement with Hun Sen, even though the Khmer 
Rouge did not sign the agreement, that was not viewed as 
very important, because the Khmer Rouge is one faction 
in the CGDK headed by Sihanouk. The Khmer Rouge 
has the same status as Son Sann, the leader of the Khmer 
Serei, which did not sign the agreement either. As for the 
Khmer Rouge, if Beijing, its patron, “says just one 
word,” that will be the end of the matter. 


Gen. Chawalit did not return to Bangkok immediately. 
Instead, from Tokyo, he went to Beijing in order to 
“thank” China for persuading Sihanouk to sign the 
agreement and to discuss the attitude of the Khmer 
Rouge, which refused to sign the agreement. 


Our news source said that Gen. Chawalit was advised 
against going to Beijing, because some people felt that 
new principles should be formulated for dealing with the 
Khmer Rouge and discussing this with Beijing and that 
these principles should be formulated in Bangkok. Our 
news source said that the reason for this is that they did 
not want Gen. Chawalit to succeed in this. But Gen. 
Chawalit felt that the matter should be concluded as 
soon as possible, because the “iron was still hot.” Thus, 
Gen. Chawalit and members of his delegation went to 
Beijing. [passage omitted] 


Our news source said that during the time that Gen. 
Chawalit was in Beijing, things became even worse even 
though Beijing showed him great honor. This was 
because he learned that “Bangkok’’ was dissatisfied. 
People there felt that he had “overstepped the line” 
somewhat in going to Beijing and meeting with the 
president of China. 


The Deep Splits 


LAK THAI has been informed that this exasperated 
Gen. Chawalit, because it seemed that whatever he did 
was wrong. Thus, the achievements scored by Gen. 
Chawalit in Tokyo and Beijing were kept secret. He did 
not inform reporters in Bangkok of these things. He kept 
things to himself while making a “final decision.” And at 
that moment, there were other reports that seemed to 
exert great political pressure. [passage omitted] 


Sisaket Governor on Cambodia Temple’s Value to 
Both Countries 


90SE0116B Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 4 Aug 90 
p 22 


[Text] Mr. Thawat Phothisunthon, the governor of 
Sisaket Province, said that in cooperation with the 
House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee, Sisaket Province 
will hold a seminar on the Khao Phra Vihar Temple and 
the Thai-Cambodian Friendship Bridge. This seminar 
will be held in Sisaket Province on 16-18 August. The 
purpose is to find a way to open the Khao Phra Vihar 
Temple as an international tourist spot to the benefit of 
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both Thailand and Cambodia. The subcommittee will 
submit the results of the seminar to the government. 


Intelligence Sources on Threats by Muslim Group 


90WR0238A Bangkok KHAO PHISET in Thai 
23-29 Jul 90 pp 25, 26 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted] The intelligence section of 
the Region 4 ISOC [Internal Security Operations Com- 
mand] learned of the existence of a new Muslim terrorist 
group in February. This group refers to itself as the 
“Islamic Army of Langkasuka.”’ The goal of the group is 
to separate southern Thailand from Thailand and form 
an independent state called the “State of Langkasuka,” 
which is the name of an ancient king who once ruled a 
kingdom in this area. 


At first, many people did not believe this, because it 
seemed to be something out of a novel. Many people 
probably felt that the Islamic Army of Langkasuka was 
composed of various bandit terrorist groups, which are 
now no different from other bandit groups. But now. 
there are stronger reasons for believing this. 


Military intelligence units have just obtained new data 
indicating that during the first two weeks of July, the 
Islamic Army of Langkasuka engaged in vigorous propa- 
ganda activities in the state of Trengganu in Malaysia. 
They disseminated their flag among members along with 
a map showing the boundaries of their state. 


What is interesting is that the State of Langkasuka 
extends from the Malaysian border to Chumphon Prov- 
ince. This includes all of Thailand’s 14 southern prov- 
inces, including the small islands off the coast in both the 
Andaman Sea and the Gulf of Thailand. [passage 
omitted] 


Everyone has clear data on the political movements by 
Shiite Muslims, who are trying to “liberate” their fellow 
Muslims from what they call oppression by the Thai 
government. This was quite clear during the recent dem- 
onstrations at the Kruze Mosque in Pattani Province. 


During the speeches given during these demonstrations, 
hotheaded Shiite leaders strongly condemned the state 
power of Thailand. They openly talked about waging a 
struggle to liberate Thai Muslims, and they tried to 
persuade youths and Muslim community leaders to join 
them, although they did not have much success. 


On several occasions, these Shiite leaders even criticized 
our monarchy. Officials issued warrants for the arrest of 
these Shiite leaders on 6 July, but so far they have not 
caught them. 


At the same time, during the first two weeks July, for the 
first time, military intelligence units discovered a clear 
connection between the Shiite leaders at the Kruze 
Mosque and terrorists in the Middle East. 
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“Mr Sorayut Sakunnasantisat, the leader of the Shiite 
agitators, told the head of the Islamic Army of Langka- 
suka that he would request support from Iran and that 
the Shiites would cooperate with the Islamic Army of 
Langkasuka. He said that they would bomb Thai Bud- 
dhist temples and mosques built with funds provided by 
the Thai government in order to foster dissension 
between Thai Muslims and Thai Buddhists,” said a 
military report about the interesting situation that arose 
during the period 1-18 July. 


But the connection seems to be even broader than most 
people think. The Islamic Army of Langkasuka is trying 
to forge links with some of the older bandit terrorist 
groups. A politician in a neighboring country is behind 
this. 


A military intelligence report stated that “a Malaysian 
government minister has confirmed that support will be 
given to the Islamic Army of Langkasuka [IAL] and that 
an attempt will be made to get PULO [Pattani United 
Liberation Organization] and the BRN [National Revo- 
lutionary Front] to cooperate with the IAL. The reason is 
that Malaysia feels that the Thai government is encour- 
aging the MCG (Malaysian Communist Guerrilias) to 
participate in developing Thailand. It is feared that the 
MCG in Thailand may support the MCG in Malaysia.” 


Thus, the situation along Thailand’s southern border is 
certainly not normal. In summary, the military report 
said that the activities of the IAL and the evidence that 
has been obtained “confirm that the objective of this 
group is to seize control of Thailand’s 14 southern 
provinces in order to form an Islami. state. This is group 
is trying to attract members both in Thailand and 
Malaysia.” 


“Cooperation between the IAL and other groups of 
agitators poses a threat to the security of Thailand, 
because they are carrying on political activities by 
relying on religion,” said this report in conclusion. 


No one knows when or where the first act of sabotage will 
be carried out. But at the very least, this military 
intelligence report shows that the Reuter’s report [see 
below] may not be just an idle threat. 


[Following passage in English] 

Following EXANKARA: 

FYI Group Unknown to us—Istanbul office rcvd in post 
today...letter from “Brotherhood of Martyrs’’ threat- 
ening action on Thai govt buildings, embassies, airlines 
etc if oppression of Shiite Moslems continues in Thai- 
land... 


Trying ascertain postmark on envelope etc. Do we have 
anything on record re “Brotherhood of Martyrs” 


Reuter 
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Opinion Poll Published After No-Confidence Vote 


90SE0116C Bangkok DAILY NEWS in Thai 28 Jul 90 
pp 1, 15 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted] At 1400 hours at the Chu- 
lalongkorn University Faculty Club, Mr. Thirayut 
Bunmi, the director of the Social Policy Research Group, 
announced the results of the opinion poll conducted in 
Bangkok. People were asked their views about the gov- 
ernment of General Chatchai Chunhawan. [passage 
omitted] 


Mr. Thirayut said that about 900 people in Bangkok 
were interviewed. [passage omitted] The survey was 
conducted on 2! and 22 July after the no-confidence 
debate. [passage omitted] 


Residents of Bangkok were very interested in the no- 
confidence debate, with 89 percent following the debate. 
[passage omitted] 


As for the role played by the opposition, 72.4 percent of 
the people surveyed felt that they had done a good or 
very good job. Only 24.4 percent said that the opposition 
still had weaknesses or great weaknesses. However, the 
popularity of the opposition dropped since the last 
no-confidence debate, when its percentage was 78.2 
percent. The five opposition party MPs whose role in 
this no-confidence debate was most popular among the 
people of Bangkok were, in order: Mr. Samak 
Sunthorawet, 41.4 percent; Mr. Piyanat Watraphon, 8.5 
percent; Mr. Bunwat Marukphithak, 5.3 percent; Gen- 
eral Athit Kamlang-ek, 5 percent; and Mr. Uthai Phim- 
chaichon, 4.4 percent. 


The government of General Chatchai is still popular 
with the people of Bangkok, with 51.5 percent of the 
respondents saying that the government is doing a good 
job. On the other hand, 45.9 percent said that the 
government is doing a terrible job. However, the govern- 
ment’s popularity has dropped from 60.4 percent at the 
time of the previous survey conducted in August 1989. 
Bangkokians still feel that corruption is a very important 
factor that may enable the government to complete its 
4-year term or that may result in the military staging a 
coup. The fact that Bangkokians are so concerned about 
corruption may be the reason why 83.4 percent want the 
cabinet to be reshuffled. 


The five cabinet ministers who received the greatest vote 
of confidence from the people were: Mrs. Suphatra 
Masadit, the minister attached to the Office of the Prime 
Minister, 63.5 percent; Mr. Chuan Likphai, the deputy 
prime minister, 58.4 percent; Air Chief Marshal Sitthi 
Sawetsila, the minister of foreign affairs, 52.1 percent; 
Gen. Chatchai Chunhawan, the prime minister, 48.9 
percent; and General Thianchai Sirisamphan, the deputy 
prime minister, 44.3 percent. In his capacity as minister 
of defense, Gen. Chatchai received a vote of confidence 
of only 39.3 percent. 


Those who received the largest votes of no-confidence 
were: Police Captain Chaloem Yubamrung, 63 percent; 











32 THAILAND 


Major General Sanan Khachonprasat, the minister of 
agriculture, 58.1 percent; Mr. Santi Chaiwirattana, the 
deputy minister of interior, 50.5 percent; Mr. Banhan 
Silapa-acha, the minister of interior, 47.8 percent; and 
Mr. Subin Pinkhayan, the minister of commerce, 43.6 
percent. 


The survey showed that as a result of the actions taken by 
this government, the majority of the people in Bangkok 
feel that democracy is secure. That is, 74.5 percent do 
not think that there will be a coup in the near future, and 
64.6 percent feel that this government will complete its 
4-year term. As for why Bangkokians feel confident 
about this political system, the 21 percent who said that 
the military will not stage a coup said that the military 
won’t do that because the military is democratic in its 
thinking and is composed of professional soldiers. 
Another 20.9 percent said that coups are outmoded and 
that the people are more aware of things. Another 10.8 
percent said that the economy has expanded greatly and 
so the military probably doesn’t dare stage a coup. 


In evaluating the role of the army under the leadership of 
General Suchinda Khraprayun, the RTA CINC [Royal 
Thai Army Commander-in-Chief], 66 percent said that 
the military is playing a suitable role. Another 29.6 
percent disagreed. Thus, most people still have a favor- 
able view of the military. This is clear from the fact that 
Bangkokians feel that the military has become more 
democratic in its thinking. 


A total of 64.6 percent of the respondents said that the 
government will complete its 4-year term. In citing their 
reasons for this, 27.4 percent said that the government 
will complete its full term because it controls the 
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majority of the votes. Another 11.6 percent said that the 
prime minister has been very good at solving the prob- 
lems, and 19 percent said that the government has done 
a good job of administering the bureaucracy. As for those 
who said that the government will not complete its full 
term, 18 percent said that it will fail to complete its term 
because of corruption; 16.8 percent cited the govern- 
ment’s inability to manage things; and 8.5 percent cited 
the government’s inability to solve the problem of pov- 
erty. Another 14.2 percent said that the government will 
fall because of political conflicts and conflicts of interest 
among the political parties and politicians. 


When asked who is most suited to becoming the next 
prime minister, 24.2 percent of the respondents said 
Major General Chamlong Simuang. Second was General 
Chawalit Yongchaiyut with 19.9 percent. Third was 
General Athit Kamlang-ek with 12.1 percent. Fourth was 
Gen. Chatchai Chunhawan with 11.6 percent; and fifth 
was Mr. Samak Sunthorawet with 8.1 percent. Mr. 
Banhan Silapa-acha received only one percent. 


Mr. Thirayut said that the reason why Maj. Gen. Cham- 
long received the largest percentage of votes in this 
opinion poll is that the people feel that he is an honest 
person. As for Gen. Chawalit and Gen. Athit, the people 
feel that they are strong people because they are both 
former military leaders. Gen. Chatchai placed fourth in 
this poll and is still in a position to remain in power. 
However, the government should respond to the needs 
and concerns of the people. For example, the people are 
concerned about corruption, poverty, and other prob- 
lems facing the people. One thing would be to reshuffle 
the cabinet in order to assure the people that democracy 
is a system that is open to criticism and that is capable of 
correcting its weaknesses. [passage omitted] 
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POLITICAL 


Duy Says Authorties Words Should Match Deeds 


902E0258B Hanoi DAI DOAN KET in Vietnamese 
No 28, 10-16 Jul 90 p 3 


[Article by Thai Duy “Words and Deeds”’] 


[Text] At the National Assembly, Do Muoi, the 
chairman of the Council of Ministers, again emphasized 
that the important function of the National Assembly 
and various echelon people’s councils is to control and 
supervise the Council of Ministers, various echelon 
people’s committees, and individuals to ensure that they 
implement the laws and decisions adopted by the elected 
organizations and take timely and resolute action against 
negative phenomena and acts of corruption that occur at 
the various echelons to ensure that these do not cause 
harm to the people or state. 


Everyone hopes that this time, the action taken will 
match the words. Because for a long time now, after 
people and the press expose negative phenomena and 
corruption, nothing more is heard about these cases. 
Every session of the National Assembly has strongly 
condemned negative phenomena and corruption. And at 
the recently concluded 7th Session, Chairman Do Muoi 
had to admit that negative phenomena and acts of 
corruption have not been stopped, and they are even 
increasing. 


Corruption and bribery are having terrible effects in all 
aspects of our lives. Hundreds of billions of dong have 
been lost, and terrible damage has been done. Corrup- 
tion has dealt fatal blows to production. 


In 1989 alone, Vietnam exported more than | million 
tons of rice. That is an outstanding achievement of 
which we can be very proud. Foreigners were shocked 
when they saw that Vietnam was the third largest 
exporter of rice in the world. Some praised us very 
highly. But only we, who had followed things to the final 
result, saw the “full measure of happiness and worry.” 


Looking at the list of party, state, and mass organizations 
in the localities and at the central echelon that partici- 
pated in exporting rice generated apprehension. It’s true 
that “what is good for some is bad for others.” Many 
farmers who produced rice for export suffered losses. 
The price of paddy was very low, and this did not seem 
fair. The organizations that depended on export rice to 
“engage in economic activities” and that obtained rice 
export quotas did not “‘sweat’’ at all and yet they still 
managed to earn foreign currency to import foreign 
goods and luxuries and make a huge profit (mainly from 
avoiding paying taxes). Some of the profit went to the 
organizations but much went into the pockets of indi- 
viduals. It was rare for the organizations to use the 
foreign currency to import materials and raw materials 
to support production. To prevent the situation in which 
farmers don’t want to grow rice or want to grow only 
enough :o live on, the state has provided the provinces 
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and cities with money to purchase the paddy of the 
peasants at the price stipulated by the state, which is 
higher than the market price. This has been done to 
prevent the peasants from suffering losses and to 
encourage the peasants to grow rice in the coming 
seasons. The state will have reserve paddy for national 
defense and for unforeseen situations. This correct 
policy of the state has not been implemented every- 
where. In every locality, there are organizations and 
individuals who have (to one degree or another) used the 
billions of dong to purchase paddy to engage in trade, 
deposit money in the bank to earn the interest, and 
participate in pooling funds. And what is very hard- 
hearted, they have profited at the expense of the farmers, 
pocketing the difference between prices. 


About 7,000 Muong and Thai peasant families who live 
along the Da Chuyen River began leading a settled life 
just a few years ago. Now, they are more dead than alive, 
because the 48 billion dong in state subsidies has been 
reduced approximately 60 percent (to about 20 million 
dong). Our economy is still based on agriculture, but 
many peasants are being exploited. The producers are 
much poorer than cadres and employees, who grow rich 
from the sweat of the peasants. Clearly, production will 
not expand. 


The banking sector is the firm support of production, 
and it is the sector that uses money to stimulate produc- 
tion. But in recent years, banks in many localities have 
been involved in corruption and given loans for trading 
and pooling funds. They have hurt production more than 
they have helped the production bases. 


To date, many party committees and commissions and 
many Organizations engaged in economic work (actually, 
they have used state funds for trading) have exposed 
some fundamental weaknesses: Very few of the produc- 
tion and business organizations have resolutely imple- 
mented the policies and laws of the state, and many 
organizations have avoided paying taxes. They have 
imported foreign goods, which has directly contributed 
to stifling domestic production. Something else that is 
happening is that many economic organizations are 
allowing people to commit acts of corruption. 


It isn’t clear whether we should end the policy of having 
organizations engage in economic activities or promptly 
implement measures to put a stop to corruption and tax 
avoidance in these organizations. Each sector must reg- 
ularly inspect the economic activities of the sector. 
Unless this is done, profits will be small and our very 
valuable capital will be lost. Cadres engage in corruption, 
illegal trading activities, and smuggling. There have even 
been organizations that have transported contraband 
goods, and some localities have transported reserve rice 
to the border to exchange for foreign goods. The organi- 
zations and localities earn little from this while individ- 
uals grow wealthy. 
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The Anti-Corruption Decision recently promulgated by 
the Council of Ministers fulfills the long-standing hope 
of the people. Everyone hopes that this will put a stop to 
corruption and waste. 


Do Muoi, the chairman of the Council of Ministers, 
emphasized the very important function of the National 
Assembly and various echelon people’s councils in 
promptly dealing with acts of corruption. But many 
people are still concerned that the elected organizations 
will be treated as inferior organizations and that many 
places will still be subordinate to the people’s commit- 
tees and not dare to investigate or supervise things. 
Moreover, many administrative leaders are also elected 
representatives. When corruption occurs in their sector 
or locality, it makes it difficult for these people to take 
action. 


Many times, even the National Assembly does not have 
real power. For example, during the past period, the 
Council of State and the Council of Ministers merged a 
number of ministries, established new ministries, and 
staffed the units. It was not until they had completed this 
that they submitted these matters to the National 
Assembly for approval. During this session, the National 
Assembly was merely a figurehead. Actually, it should 
have contributed ideas concerning merging ministries 
and employing people. But instead, it just performed a 
pro forma function, approving something that had 
already been done. Real power is still an issue about 
which concrete and clear decisions must be made if the 
elected organizations are to carry out their task of 
supervising and inspecting things, particularly during the 
anti-corruption movement, when powerful cadres and 
even important organizations are likely to be affected. 


New Step in Development of Democracy 


902E0258A Hanoi DAI DOAN KET in Vietnamese 
No 28, 10-16 Jul 90 pp 1, 3 


{Article by Bui Dinh Nguyen] 


[Text] As for those who attended the sessions of the 
Seventh National Assembly as representatives, guests, or 
reporters, if they also attended the sessions of the Eighth 
National Assembly, particularly the 3d to the 7th ses- 
sions, they have probably formed a clear image about 
renovation in the activities of our National Assembly— 
from cautious and “meek’’ to actual reality and from 
form to substance. Democracy in National Assembly 
activities has been manifested strongly. As a result, the 
National Assembly clearly realizes that its primary func- 
tion is that of a popularly elected organization with the 
power to represent our 60 million citizens in order to 
formulate plans for the national welfare and people’s 
livelihood in accord with the lines of the party. 


This 7th Session was carried on at a time when renova- 
tion in every sphere of society was becoming a way of life 
in the country and with the results achieved with respect 
to the real role of the National Assembly through its own 
efforts. At the same time, the resolution of the 8th 
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Plenum of the Party Central Committee illuminated 
things. Thus, the democratic nature and power of the 
National Assembly have grown. 


As democracy is manifested more and more, the role of 
the National Assembly is elevated, and the confidence of 
the electorate increases, the intellectual powers, capabil- 
ities, and talents of the representatives must be in line 
with their functions and responsibilities. In the corridors 
of the National Assembly, many representatives—both 
men and women—have enthusiastically told reporters 
that “we have now gone beyond the carefree period of 
the ‘older representatives, who regarded National 
Assembly meetings as a chance to visit the capital to rest 
and relax. Because today, no one can prearrange things 
or prepare documents for them to applaud and approve. 
Today, the [illegible number] members of the National 
Assembly must manifest their collective strength. Above 
all, each person must make decisions on the work of the 
National Assembly based on his own political views and 
ideas. No one can think for members or impose things on 
them.” We have recorded this with a new feeling based 
on the statements made by National Assembly represen- 
tatives. 


Something else worth recording is that from recent 
sessions to the present session, with an open mechanism, 
the door of Ba Dinh assembly hall has always been open 
to the hundreds of reporters from the central echelon and 
localities in the country and to the foreign reporters 
visiting the National Assembly. Reporters have been 
allowed to listen to every report, speech, and statement 
made by members of the Council of Ministers. They 
have been allowed to attend every debate on state affairs 
from the standpoint of each delegation. They have also 
been allowed to listen to representatives question the 
government, engage in public debates, and express their 
opinions and views in the assembly ha!l. They have been 
allowed to meet with representatives in order to inter- 
view and question them and obtain information from 
them. Reporting the news and editorializing on the 
activities of the National Assembly is the responsibility 
of the reporters and editorial staff with the help of and 
the timely reporting of incidents by the Office of the 
National Assembly and the organizations responsible for 
managing the press. Thus, the press has promptly pro- 
vided information to the people who are interested in 
following the activities of the National Assembly. 


During this session, on the occasion of Vietnamese Press 
Day on 21 June, President Le Quang Dao and leaders 
from the Office of the National Assembly, the Council of 
State, the Information Agency, and the Ideology-Culture 
Organization held an informal meeting with 102 
reporters at the National Assembly. This created addi- 
tional wonderful impressions of the closeness between 
the National Assembly and the press. What we were 
interested in even more was: From the podium of the 
National Assembly, how has the democracy and power 
of the National Assembly been manifested? 
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According to the agenda, during this session, the Council 
of Ministers was to submit nine bills and resolutions on 
waiving taxes for peasants in accord with the Testament 
of President Ho and demarcating provincial administra- 
tive boundaries to the National Assembly for adoption. 
The National Assembly was also supposed to approve 
the decision of the Council of State concerning the 
Organization and staffing of the Council of Ministers. 
That was a very intense process entailing vigorous 
debate, with the representatives presenting many polit- 
ical views and viewpoints in an effort to reach a con- 
sensus based on analyzing and explaining ings and 
starting from a scientific viewpoint and the rc. | situation 
in our country and the world. Decisions were definitely 
not made based on feelings or sudden “inspirations.” 
Here, we would like to note a few of the things that 
manifested those characteristics. 


Why did the Agricultural Tax Law have to be tabled? 
During the debate, many representatives did not 
approve of the Council of Ministers bringing up this law 
for adoption at the present time. The entire delegation 
from Hanoi unanimously agreed that the Agricultural 
Tax Law should be tabled. Pham The Duyet, the secre- 
tary of the Municipal CPV [Communist Party of 
Vietnam] Committee, Hoang The Loc, the director of 
the Phung Thuong Cooperative, and Kim Cuong Tu, the 
abbot of the Tran Quoc Pagoda and the deputy chairman 
of the Standing Committee of the Vietnam Buddhists 
Association Central Committee, said that the state 
recently decided to reduce taxes for the peasants in 1990 
and 1991, and now it is trying to promulgate a new 
Agricultural Tax Law that will raise taxes. The political 
and psychological disadvantages of this outweigh the 
advantages. The people will worry. Other reasons were 
given, too. For example, elements of the new Agricul- 
tural Tax Law are still unclear. After listening to the 
ideas of the National Assembly, Council of Ministers 
Chairman Do Muoi agreed with the analysis of the 
representatives and proposed that the National 
Assembly postpone passing this bill and send it back to 
the Council of Ministers for revision and resubmission 
to the National Assembly in 1991. The weight of the 
voices of the National Assembly manifested an effect 
and showed the high degree of unity between the gov- 
ernment and the National Assembly with respect to this 
very important piece of legislation. 


As for demarcating the administrative boundaries of 
provinces, municipalities, and special zones directly 
subordinate to the central echelon, from the work done 
during the 6th Session in December 1989, the Council of 
State decided to divide three provinces—Phu Khanh, 
Nghia Binh, and Binh Tri Thien—into seven provinces 
before submitting this matter to the National Assembly. 
During that session, the National Assembly expressed its 
views on the way things had been done. Thus, this time, 
even though many provinces such as Ha Tuyen, Ha Son 
Binh, and Nghe Tinh felt that it was essential to rede- 
marcate the provinces because of the special conditions 
in their localities and even though they had proposed 
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this to the Council of State many times, the Council of 
State and the Council of Ministers had to submit this to 
the National Assembly for approval in accord with the 
powers of the National Assembly. For very persuasive 
reasons, the National Assembly felt that the requests of 
the localities were essential and important but that the 
interests of the entire country were even more important. 
Starting from the existing situation, many things needed 
to be stabilized. Furthermore, the state budget was facing 
great difficulties. Redrawing the provincial boundaries 
at that time was not appropriate. With these arguments, 
the majority of the representatives agreed with the 
proposal of the Council of Ministers to maintain the 
existing provincial administrative boundaries and asked 
the Council of Ministers to do further study on this and 
submit the matter to the National Assembly at a future 
session. 


During the final meeting on 30 June 1990, the National 
Assembly listened to a reading of the entire draft reso- 
lution of the National Assembly approving the decision 
of the Council of State on the organization and staffing 
of the Council of Ministers as implemented during the 
first six months of the 1990 (such as disbanding a 
number of general departments, merging a number of 
ministries, establishing new ministries, and appointing 
ministers such as the ministers of education, commerce, 
culture and information, sports, and travel). This matter 
was raised in order to obtain the approval of the 
National Assembly. But after listening to the this draft 
resolution, National Assembly representatives from Hai 
Hung, Thua Thien, Hue, Hanoi, Ha Bac, Hau Giang, 
and Quang Nam-Danang expressed their opposition to 
disbanding and merging these ministries and to naming 
the above ministries, saying that matters should be 
submitted to the National Assembly for approval before 
they are implemented. Mai Thanh, a representative from 
Ho CHi Minh City, said: “I do not agree with merging 
the general departments and ministries. But what can be 
done now that the Council of State has already made the 
decision. I can’t vote to approve this and yet I can’t vote 
against it. This is very difficult to deal with. We must 
gain experience.”” A number of other representatives 
agreed with him. . 


Facing this situation, as the presiding official, Chairman 
Le Quang Dao explained things to the National 
Assembly, saying: This is a draft resolution, just like 
other draft bills. The National Assembly has the right to 
approve or reject it. The National Assembly should 
examine and consider this carefully. Unless you feel that 
there are too many difficulties, you should approve this, 
because that would be better for the government. But it’s 
true that we must gain experience about this. After that, 
the decision of the Council of Ministers was approved, 
with 358 of the 440 representatives present voting for 
this. But 82 representatives voted against this, which was 
their democratic right. Many of those who criticized the 
representatives with respect to this matter said that the 
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National Assembly must participate in discussing things 
before decisions are made. The secretary recorded this in 
the minutes of the session. 


From all of these things, reporters came away with the 
feeling that the powers of the National Assembly had 
been adequately respected based on manifesting democ- 
racy in reality and in the management of things by the 
presiding officials. 


Tran Van Tra’s Message on War Invalids Day 


90P30079A Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 
in Vietnamese 3 Aug 90 p 2 


[Text] Probably every soldier who has died held in his 
heart, before he fell, the dream of independence, 
freedom, prosperity, and happiness. Essentially this is 
the dream of patriotism bound together with socialism, 
and only for that reason did the Vietnamese agree to pay 
the price with their own blood. For generation after 
generation, the Fatherland and the people will grateful to 
them! 


We, former soldiers lucky enough to still be alive at war’s 
end, think of the sacrifices made by our war invalids and 
fallen combatants just that way, as a noble and worthy 
sacrifice. 


Actually this dream belongs to our whole nation, not just 
to some individuals, but it is also a dream which we 
communists have pledged to bring about in this land, 
ever since the birth of our Party. 


So far half of this dream has come true. No one can deny 
this. 


However, the path to achieving the aspiration for inde- 
pendence, freedom, prosperity, and happiness is long, 
arduous, and extremely complicated. No amount of 
wishing alone can get an immediate result. 


On this score, there are a few points we must think 
through thoroughly: our path, obstacles, and losing our 
way. Obstacles sometimes completely block the road or 
push us into dead ends, into losing our way. We must 
sweep aside these obstacles in order to move forward on 
the road we have chosen; we must not merely try to 
avoid such obstacles and thereby stray down a path 
different from the one of our dreams. To do so would 
repudiate the works and blood sacrifice of all those who 
have fallen during the glorious advance in which we are 
still engaged. No! As the resolution of the 6th Party 
Congress and other successive decisions have made 
clear, renovation does not mean switching our chosen 
path from socialism to capitalism. 


It may just be human nature to forget, but there must be 
a limit to forgetfulness. The limit that reminds us not to 
forget the sacrifices of millions of war invalids and fallen 
combatants is our annual commemoration on 27 July. 


These days in July remind us, war veterans, to reaffirm 
that our path is the one in the dream held by all those 


JPRS-SEA-90-026 
14 September 1990 


who fell yesterday in the quest for independence, 
freedom, socialism, and happiness for our entire nation, 
the path chosen by Uncle Ho and the Party, and which 
reality has shown to be the correct one. 


30 July 1990 


Colonel General Tran Van Tra 


MILITARY 


Quality of Equipment, Grounds Affects Training 
Time, Plans 


902E0262A Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 
in Vietnamese 9 Jul 90 p 2 


[Article by Bui Van Bong: “Training Realities in Group 
S12 (Corps C)}—Training Equipment and Grounds 
Affect Training Plans, Time”) 


[Text] Infantry Group $12 (Corps [Binh doan] C) has 
been back in the country from friendly Cambodia for 
nearly a year. After it had been operating for many years 
under the conditions of being scattered and constantly 
on the move during combat action while pursuing and 
destroying the remnants of Pol Pot forces, Group $12, 
now stationed all in one place in the rear area and 
training and building its units in peacetime, encountered 
quite a few difficulties as it organized the daily life for its 
troops and maintained discipline among them. How- 
ever, its CPV [Communist Party of Vietnam] committee 
and command were doing their best to overcome diffi- 
culties and to lead and command its units toward 
achieving their training task on schedule and in confor- 
mity with its plan. Experience has been drawn and 
learned from the training realities of Group $12 and 
serves as a basis for improving quality in the second 
stage of training of its detachments and achieving 
combat coordination among units. 


Quality of training equipment and grounds, a matter 
that cannot be underestimated before the training 
season. 


To quickly stabilize the living conditions of troops in 
order to make timely preparations for the training sea- 
son—that was the determination of the leadership and 
command of Group $12. Its units fixed their barracks, 
stabilized the organization of staffs at the detachment 
and higher level to accommodate the conditions of being 
stationed in one place, and at the same time prepared 
equipment and the training grounds in order to actively 
Carry out the training task on schedule and in conformity 
with their plan. 


Because their training in the past several years had been 
dictated by their troops being scattered and having to 
fight in the jungles, a number of units, including D16, 
N32, E96, and so on, did not have uniform training 
equipment, the quantities and types of which did not fit 
the specifications, nor did they maintain training 
grounds that would satisfy their realistic needs. The 
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command of Group S12 checked and discovered that 
situation, and then issued instructions for the units to 
change the types of equipment, to make surveys of the 
real vegetation and land, and to to rebuild their training 
grounds to satisfy the requirements of technical and 
tactical training. Unit E96 urged its men to work Sun- 
days and during rest periods in order to quickly prepare 
the training grounds; to have more than 300 hand 
grenades, 28 fixed targets, 12 removable target sets, and 
18 pennants ready; and to repair 468 meters of trenches 
and 40 bunkers on the training grounds. Unit N32 
ordered the total destruction of two training grounds 
which had not satisfied the requirements and terrain 
needs, and asked that a study of a new location be 
conducted. And within only five days the units under its 
command completed five training grounds for technical 
and tactical training of detachments, which fully satis- 
fied the requirements, presented conditions close to 
combat realities, and complied with the contents of the 
stage-one training program. 


Because they had been too subjective and had underes- 
timated the need to prepare for training equipment and 
grounds, detachments C4, T15, B7, and K8 used odd 
pieces of equipment that were thrown together, failed to 
respond to the objectives of training, and were far from 
uniform because they had been taken from one place for 
use in another. When their men learned the technique of 
using rifles in lesson |, some detachments had to rotate 
them because there were not enough targets, with the 
numbers of shots to be fired as required during the 
exercises ‘eing reduced to only 30 percent of those 
originally planned. Detachment B7 even used the targets 
designed for firing lesson 4 to let its men practice aiming 
in accordance with the theory mentioned in lesson |. 
When such failures were discovered, the detachments 
were forced to put aside more time and to reduce the 
number of troops being trained so as to improve the 
training equipment. And that led to a situation in which 
training would not follow schedules and the numbers of 
trainees would fall short of the objectives. And in Unit 
B31, Captain Nguyen Xuan had this to say: 


“The fact that following a quality check the two lessons 
being reviewed showed that the detachments had more 
than 80 percent of their men having scored good and 
outstanding was due to improvement in the method of 
organizing and managing the training task, but first of all 
it was due to careful preparations for training equipment 
and grounds to conform to the types and specifications 
and to stay close to realities and the contents of each 
lesson and each subject. That was the reason why Unit 
B31 was able to ensure active action on the part of both 
commanding cadres and men in terms of training time 
and plan. Both equipment and grounds must be carefully 
and fully prepared before the training season, supple- 
mented and improved, and tightly managed ail the way 
through the training and until its results are reviewed.” 
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Improving, supplementing, and ensuring the working 
conditions of training equipment and grounds. 


Training equipment is reinforced in two ways, to be 
issued and to be made; as to training grounds, they must 
be built following surveys by units stationed in a locality 
on the basis of its terrain, land, and other conditions. 
The recent realities in Group S12 affirmed that those 
units that had made careful and full preparations for 
training equipment and grounds actually were able to 
avoid being passive, confused, and forced to cope with 
difficulties, as well as resorting to patchwork in orga- 
nizing training. To make full and careful preparations, to 
ensure satisfying requirements, and to conform to the 
objectives of training is necessary, but it still not enough 
to satisfy the needs arising from the goal of improving 
the quality of training. To improve, supplement, repair, 
and maintain training equipment and grounds is a 
regular need that all units are to satisfy. After every 
training session, every lesson, and every subjeci, com- 
manders must be interested in checking the training 
equipment and grounds. Units D7 and A13, prior to the 
training season, had made quite careful preparations for 
their training equipment and grounds. But after four 
technical lessons and five tactical lessons for detach- 
ments were taught, the breakdowns of equipment and 
loose management have led to a loss of more than 40 
percent of their equipment. 


As the week of reviewing stage one of the training was 
drawing near, the units got panicky, hurriedly repaired 
old pieces of equipment and made new ones, and 
improved the training grounds for the purpose of passing 
the inspection. That way of coping with things led to 
stretching their manpower, failing to have the right 
numbers of trainees, and losing much time scheduled for 
main-course training. Consequently they were unable to 
stick to the training schedules and numbers of trainees 
assigned. The reviews planned for these units had to be 
delayed for two weeks, which adversely affected the 
efficiency and quality of training of the units as a whole. 


Although the parts for theories and practice of Unit 87 
were quite good and training was organized in accor- 
dance with the new method, the fact that it did not 
regularly pay attention to improving the- training 
grounds and repairing the training equipment brought 
about only 85 percent the score for its satisfying require- 
ments at the time of the review, with only more than 40 
percent of its men scoring good and outstanding. The 
training grounds of Units C6 and H50 were damaged by 
draft animals; the local people stole wood from the 
bunkers and removable targets on the firing range, with 
the stands used by trainees for shooting prectice having 
deteriorated and now failing to satisfy the requirements. 
Detachments had to spend more than 60 percent of the 
time reserved for reviewing lessons to fix up the training 
grounds. Because work and repairs were done in a hurry, 
many types of training equipment no longer satisfied the 
requirements, and trenches and bunkers failed to satisfy 
the tactical requirements, which led to reviews and 
inspection being rather formal and unrealistic in terms 
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of judging the quality of being close to combat realities, 
with the quality of training toward the end of stage one 
being very poor. Meanwhile, Units C8, M30, and B9, 
which had not had good training equipment and grounds 
at the start of their training, did pay attention to 
improving the situation during the entire training pro- 
cess by supplementing, repairing, improving, and tightly 
managing their training equipment and grounds. The 
results of the reviews of the training accomplishments of 
the two units showed that they satisfied 100 percent of 
the requirements and that 70-82 percent of their men 
scored good and outstanding. Specifically, the initiative 
of Detachment 5 of Unit M30—to use a bank of pulleys 
to pull the removable targets to replace the method of 
letting them slide along grooves—will be accepted by 
Group S9 for application by all of its units in the 
forthcoming stage two. To maintain careful control and 
to regularly improve, repair, and supplement training 
equipment and grounds is an activity that must not be 
neglected during the entire process of organizing training 
based on plans. 


ECONOMIC 


Strategic Direction for Achieving Agricultural 
Development 


902E0229A Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 
14 Jun 90 p 2 


[Article by Chu Huu Quy, MS in Economics, member of 
the CPV Central Committee Agriculture Department: 
“Vietnamese Agriculture, the Direction To Take Within 
the Socioeconomic Development Strategy”’] 


[Text] Ever since our country became reunified, its 
agriculture has been officially divided into seven large 
zones. Does anybody think that after agriculture has 
been for 15 years under a unified leadership based on 
these well-defined zones, there still exists the question of 
agricultural zoning that needs further discussion? Are 
there new things that need to be thought about and 
seriously pondered for each and every zone? 


Fifteen years ago we were unable to think correctly about 
the problems of the major agricultural zones (to be more 
correct, the rural socioeconomic zones). Furthermore, 
with more or less change having taken place in this 
respect and, most importantly, with the thinking on 
agriculture of the party organization and administration 
at all levels having actually shown some renovation. now 
it is necessary for us to discuss and review the zones as 
strategic spheres of the agricultural front in the new 
period, rather than as passive territorial zones having 
developed in the course of time in accordance with the 
old strategy or old policy, which in some localities has 
become less beneficial. Recently a group of science 
cadres of the State Planning Commission has helped us 
to list a total of more than 400 districts in the country 
and to divide them into six district groups in a plan “to 
seek a direction for the agricultural strategy” starting 
from small territorial units, which are the districts. These 
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districts include 40 districts in the Red River delta, 77 in 
the midlands from Quang Ninh to Dong Nai, 115 in the 
Bac Bo highlands, 97 in the coastal area from Quang 
Ninh to Kien Giang, 14 outside of large cities, 36 in the 
Central Highlands, and 58 in the Mekong River delta; 
they are listed in accordance with preliminary conditions 
set for classification and, therefore, this classifying 
method will be a subject for discussion. From a macro- 
cosmic viewpoint, as we discuss the strategic direction 
for our agricultural zones today, we have these initial 
observations: 


- The highlands in the northern part of the country and 
the Central Highlands, in spite of their great potential, 
are facing many difficulties and obstacles (communica- 
tions and transportation, electric power, meeting place 
for exchange and circulation, intellectual standard of the 
people, cadres, and so on). There recently were Resolu- 
tion 22 of the Political Bureau and policies being 
adopted later solely for the highlands. To develop the 
potential of the highlands lies in a long-term strategy 
with short-term steps and is pursued while new possibil- 
ities, particularly investment of capital, are sought. We 
must recognize the fact that to let the highland people 
move forward by themselves will be a difficult thing to 
do. As an immediate step, the state must provide urgent 
support to a number of small localities where the ethnic 
minority groups are facing particularly great difficulties. 


The Red River delta, Mekong River delta, and other 
deltas, including a number of small localities sur- 
rounding large cities, have long been the targets for 
studies and surveys by many organs. Here the infrastruc- 
ture in general is quite good; the intellectual standard of 
the people is high; cadres know how to work along the 
line on renovation. The production pattern and eco- 
nomic structure of these two large zones have been 
planned for the first time and are moving forward to aim 
at developing the commodity production. Here we need 
to have only an appropriate form of organization of 
production relationships and a synchronized system of 
better socioeconomic policies in order to greatly boost 
the chances of achieving their development. 


The thing we want to talk about now is suggesting a 
strategic direction for our couniry’s agriculture in the 
time to come: to urgently concentrate our efforts on 
making studies and taking the most active and effective 
measures to exploit the potential of the zones in the two 
groups of midland and coastal districts, and at the same 
time to continue speeding up development in the deltas 
throughout the country. These two groups of districts are 
two tracts of land stretching from north to south and 
bordering two delta regions, with two kinds of commu- 
nity (in the relative sense of this term) of people. These 
two tracts of midland and coastal land, with both general 
and special characteristics, are enjoying new favorable 
conditions and offering advantages for fast and stronger 
development of the commodity economy in the few 
coming years and also in the long term. The advantages 
offered by the tropical character of our agriculture have 
long been found here in the most concentrated form. But 
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for quite a long time, the midland localities have also 
been forced to join the highlands and thus have been 
known as a “collectively evaluated”’ zone full of difficul- 
ties, while the coastal localities have joined with the 
deltas and thus have been unable to single out the 
advantages of their coastal economy, namely, to have 
special features of their own and to show general char- 
acteristics in harmony with the delta localities. 


Let us summarize the situation and basic data of the two 
midland and coastal tracts so that we could discuss with 
one another on the basis of the sirategic agricultural steps 
suggested above. In the group of 77 midland districts in 
17 provinces from Quang Ninh to Tay Ninh, we have 28 
Bac Bo midland districts, 16 former Zone 4 highland 
districts, 14 southern Trung Bo midland districts, and 18 
eastern Nam Bo midland districts, with a total area of 
45,000 square kilometers, or 13.7 percent of the coun- 
try’s area, and a total population of 9.3 million (1987 
figure), or 14.8 percent of the country’s population. The 
terrain is primarily rolling hills with moderate slopes of 
wavy form and average heights ranging from 50 to 250 
meters. Lying scattered among these rolling hills are low 
areas consisting of small meadows ranging from a few to 
hundreds of hectares, alluvial banks along rivers, and 
streams. The climate in general shows a heat limit higher 
than that in the deltas. Winds are strong here, but they 
are seldom affected by storms. The midland districts 
from north to south are under the influence of the 
regional climate. There are in terms of resources white 
gray soil, red soil, slightly sandy loam, and alluvial soil 
along rivers and streams. Generally speaking, acid soil 
(pH = 4.7%) results from podzolization. The 1,544,700 
hectares of agricultural land include 983,900 hectares of 
annuals (two-crop rice, 644,700; subsidiary food crops 
and industrial plants, 312,000 hectares) and 250,800 
hectares of perennials (industrial plants, 196,900 hect- 
ares). Forest land has a total area of 1,086,500 hectares, 
with natural forests accounting for 991,700 hectares, 
uncultivated land and bare hills amount to 1,510,600 
hectares. Specialized-cultivation land covers 340,600 
hectares. Minerals are considered poor in terms of vari- 
eties, size of deposits, and quality, and are difficult to 
mine. Population density is 205 people per square kilo- 
meter. Laborers account for 41.1 percent of the popula- 
tion, with 80 percent being agricultural laborers. In 1987, 
rubber plants grown here accounted for 92 percent of the 
total rubber cultivation in the country; coffee, 40.8 
percent; tea, more than 20 percent; and pepper, more 
than 70 percent. Buffaloes and cows accounted for more 
than 21 and more than 24 percent, respectively, of the 
herds raised in the country. The possibility of growing 
more industrial plants, raising large domestic animals, 
and turning more land into forest remains great. Forests 
have been overexploited, mainly by local residents and 
people from the delta. In the 77 districts there are 264 
central and local industrial enterprises (including 41 
farm products processing plants, 25 engineering enter- 
prises, 83 building materials enterprises, and so on). 
Rural small industries and handicrafts have not yet been 
fully developed. Communications, information, and 
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liaison (roads, railroads, and river routes) are better than 
those in the highlands, with convenient distances for 
communications and distribution and from ports of 
entry. The intellectual standard of the people here is 
good; the body of cadres is large and begins to know to 
Carry out commodity economic activities. 


The group of 97 coastal districts has a natural area of 
53,938 square kilometers and a population of 12.3 
million, or 16.3 and 19.6 percent, respectively, of the 
national figures. It goes the length of 3,200 kilometers of 
coastline, shares the borders of delta areas, or is adjacent 
to hills and mountains, thus creating small zones of 
agriculture, forestry, fishery, and tourist and services 
industries rather than solely relying on fishery. It has 
large cities and sea harbors, and includes large commu- 
nications axes as well. There are thousands of islands, 
large and small, lying offshore and all along the length of 
the country and being convenient for doing business 
with foreign countries. The climate here offers cool 
summers, warmer winters than in inland areas, high 
humidity and strong winds, with direct exposure to 
storms, heavy rains, tides, and so on. River mouths 
emptying river water from inland areas into the sea are 
found in every 20 kilometers of the coast. This is the 
most difficult region in terms of getting fresh water. Our 
country’s marine resources consist of fishing grounds 
offering about 3 million tons of fish, more than 100,000 
tons of shrimp, and from 400,000 to 500,000 tons of 
other sea products, in addition to oil and gas deposits, 
alluvium-rich minerals, tourist industry, energy, and 
ocean communications and transportation. The waters 
off and along the shore offering a great potential for 
raising marine products consist of 290,000 hectares of 
tidal banks and 100,000 hectares of lagoons and enclosed 
bay areas. There are more than 300,000 hectares of 
mangrove swamps and more than 400,000 hectares of 
coastal sandy land where agricultural, forest, and indus- 
trial production is possible. Agricultural land of the 97 
districts totals 1,645,200 hectares, including | ,393,100 
hectares of annuals (rice, 1,140,300 hectares; rush, 
10,400 hectares) and 128,600 hectares of perennials; 
forest land, 1,423,500 hectares (natural forests, 
1,244,900 hectares; land turned into forest, 178,600 
hectares); uncultivated and fallow land, 1,622,200 hect- 
ares; and land used for salt making, 17,200 hectares. This 
is a region where the natural population increase rate is 
the highest (3.5 percent per year) and the population 
density remains at 260 people per square kilometer, with 
the figure for the coastal Bac Bo delta fluctuating around 
1,000/sq. km. The laborers engaged in agriculture and 
forestry total 4.3 million; catching and raising marine 
products, 242,000 (or only 4 percent); and processing of 
marine products, small industry and handicrafts, and 
other activities, 815,000, or 13.7 percent of the total 
laborer population. The means of catching marine prod- 
ucts (in 1987) included 30,700 motorized boats and 
25,600 manually-operated boats, with boats having 200 
or more horsepowers totaling only 140 and boats of 
20-30 horsepowers being the most common ones. The 
area used to raise marine products serves only 28.5 
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percent of the group’s potcntial; the catch and output of 
raising marine products remain low. The major agricul- 
tural products are rice, sush, and coconut; there are 320 
industrial enterprises located primarily in industrial cen- 
ters and municipalities (engaged in extracting and 
refining coal, building boats, manufacturing machines 
for consumer goods production, exploiting oil and gas, 
weaving, freezing and refrigeration, processing agricul- 
tural, forest, and marine products, and manufacturing 
export goods). 


BIOGRAPHIC 


Information on Vietnamese Personalities 
9O2E0259A 


[Editorial Report] The following information on Viet- 
namese personalities has been extracted from Viet- 
namese language sources published in Hanoi, unless 
otherwise indicated. An asterisk indicates that this is the 
first known press reference to this individual functioning 
in this capacity. 


Dang Vu Chu [DAWNGJ VUX CHU], previously 
recorded as DAWNGJ VUX CHUW 


Minister of light industry; recently the National 
Assembly ratified a State Council decision dated 20 Feb 
90 promoting him from vice minister to minister of light 
industry. (HANOI MOI 6 Jul 90 p 1) 


Nguyen Duy Cuong [NGUYEENX ZUY CUWOWNG] 


Vice minister of public health; recently he was inter- 
viewed by SAIGON GIAI PHONG on medicine 
imports. (Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 3 
Jun 90 p 1) 


Le Thanh Dao [LEE THANH DAOJ] 


*Deputy director of the Supreme People’s Organ of 
Control; recently he chaired a meeting to discuss corrup- 
tion at the Railways Union. (Ho Chi Minh City 
SAIGON GIAI PHONG 1 Jul 90 p 1) 


Truong Van Dich [TRUWOWNG VAWN DICH J}, 
aka Le Dan [LEE ZAAN |], deceased 


Former CPV [Communist Party of Vietnam] secretary, 
Quang Binh Province; member of NHAN DAN daily 
editorial staff; director of the Central Control Organiza- 
tion School (Truong To Chuc Kiem Tra Trung Uong); 
high-level specialist of the Organization Department of 
the CPV Central Committee; he was born in 1923 at 
Hien Ninh Village, Le Ninh District, Quang Binh Prov- 
ince; he died suddenly of a serious illness at the Viet-Xo 
Hospital. (HANOI MOT 3 Jul 90 p 4) 
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Pham Van Dong [PHAMJ VAWN DOONGF] 


Advisor to the CPV Central Committee; on 14 Jun 90 he 
attended the opening ceremony of the 7th session of the 
SRV Eighth National Assembly. (NHAN DAN 15 Jun 
90 p 1) 


Pham Minh Hac [PHAMJ MINH HACJ} 


By a recent decision of the State Council, he was relieved 
of the position of minister of education for a new 
assignment. (NHAN DAN 2 Apr 90 p 1) 


Tran Hanh [TRAANF HANH] 


National Assembly deputy from Quang Nam - Da Nang 
Province; *member of the National Assembly’s External 
Relations Committee; he was appointed to the latter 
position by the National Assembly on 30 Jun 90. 
(NHAN DAN 2 Jul 90 p 1) 


Nguyen Hoa [NGUYEENX HOAF] 


*Acting head of the National Assembly’s Economic, 
Planning, and Budget Committee. At the suggestion of 
the National Assembly deputies, he will continue to hold 
the above position until the end of the eighth legislature 
of the National Assembly. (NHAN DAN 28 Jun 90 p 1) 


Tran Hoan [TRAANF HOAN] 


*Minister of culture, information, sports and tourism; 
recently, he was appointed to the above position by deci- 
sion of the State Council. (NHAN DAN 2 Apr 90 p 1) 


Nguyen Van Ich [NGUYEENX VAWN ICHS}] 


*Deputy chairman of the State Commission for Cooper- 
ation and Investment; on 16 Jun 90 he made a speech to 
an Australian trade delegation visiting Ho Chi Minh 
City. (Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 2 Jul 
90 p 2) 


Doan Khue [DOANF KHUEE], *Senior General 


Member of the CPV Politburo; vice minister of national 
defense; chief of the general staff of the VPA [Vietnamese 
People’s Army] (Tong Tham Muu Truong QDND Viet- 
nam); recently he visited the Spratly Islands. (Ho Chi 
Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 6 May 90 p 1) 


Nguyen Van Kiep [NGUYEENX VAWN KIEEP J}, 
*Colonel 


Director of the 7th MR Military Organ of Control; his 
article on the decline in discipline of certain military 
personnel was published in the cited source. (Ho Chi 
Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 27 Jun 90 p 2) 
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Phan Thanh Liem [PHAN THANH LIEEM] 


Minister of engineering and metallurgy; a recent resolution 
by the National Assembly ratified the State Council's 
decision dated 20 Feb 90 relieving him of the above 
position for a new assignment. (HANOI MOI 6 Jul 90 p 1) 


Nguyen Mai [NGUYEENX MAIJ] 


*Vice chairman of the State Commission for Coopera- 
tion and Investment; recently he held talks with the 
director general of the Asia-Pacific Division of the 
Philippine Department of Foreign Affairs during the 
latter’s visit to Vietnam. (NHAN DAN 14 Jun 90 p 4) 


Vu Mao [VUX MAQOX] 


Head of the Office of the National Assembly and the 
State Council; on 13 Jun 90 he held a news conference to 
announce the agenda of the 7th session of the SRV 
Eighth National Assembly. (NHAN DAN 14 Jun 90 p 1) 


Hoang Duc Nghi [HOANGF DUWCS NGHI] 


Member of the CPV Central Committee; minister; *head 
of the Office of Mountain Region and Ethnic Minorities; 
on 9-10 Jul he made an inspection tour of Lai Chau 
Province to help flood victims. (NHAN DAN 13 Jul 90 


p |) 


Tran Van Phac [TRAANF VAWN PHACS] 


National Assembly deputy from Hai Hung Province; 
*member of the National Assembly’s External Relations 
Committee; he was appointed to the latter position by 
the National Assembly on 30 Jun 90. (NHAN DAN 2 Jul 
90 p 1) 


Chu Huu Quy [CHU HUWUX QUYS] 


*Member of the Agriculture Department of the CPV 
Central Committee; his article on SRV agriculture and 
developmental strategy was published in the cited 
source. (NHAN DAN 14 Jun 90 p 2) 


Tran Van Phac [TRAANF VAWN PHACS] 


By decision of the State Council recently, he was relieved 
of the position of minister of culture for a new assign- 
ment. (NHAN DAN 2 Apr 90 p 1) 
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Tran Hong Quan [TRAANF HOONGF QUAAN] 


*Minister of education and training; recently he was 
appointed to this position by decision of the State 
Council. (NHAN DAN 2 Apr 90 p 1) 


Song Thanh [SONG THANHF] 


*Director of the Ho Chi Minh Institute, Marx-Lenin 
Institute; his article “Ho Chi Minh, Great Man of 
Culture” was published in the cited source. (TAP CHI 
CONG SAN Apr 90 p 14) 


Hoang Minh Thao [HOANGF MINH THAOR], 
Professor, Colonel General 


His article ‘Dialectical Nature of President Ho Chi 
Minh’s Military Thinking” was published in the cited 
source. (TAP CHI CONG SAN Apr 90 p 9) 


Le Duc Tho [LEE DUWCS THOJ] 


Adviser to the CPV Central Committee; recently he seit 
a wreath for lawyer Phan Anh’s funeral. (NHAN DAN 3 
Jul 90 p 1) 


Tran Trac [TRAANF TRACS], Maj. General 


Deputy director of the Rear Services General Depart- 
ment; his article on his organization appeared in the 
cited source. (NHAN DAN 9 Jul 90 p 3) 


Le Van Triet [LEE VAWN TRIEETS]} 


*Vice minister of commerce; on 10-13 Jun 90 he met 
with the director general of the Asia-Pacific Division of 
the Philippine Department of Foreign Affairs during the 
latter’s visit to Vietnam. (NHAN DAN 14 Jun 90 p 4) 


Vu Tuan [VUX TUAAN] 


Former minister of light industry; recently the National 
Assembly ratified the State Council’s decision dated 20 
Feb 90 announcing his retirement and relieving of the 
position of minister of light industry. (HANOI MOI 6 
Jul 90 p 1) 


Nguyen Trong Xuyen [NGUYEENX TRONGJ 
XUYEEN], Lt. General 


Vice minister of national defense, recently he visited the 
Spratly Islands. (Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI 
PHONG 6 May 90 p 1) 


Hoang Minh Thang [HOANGF MINH THAWNGS] 


*Minister of commerce; recently he was appointed to 
this position by decision of the State Council. (NHAN 
DAN 2 Apr 90 p 1) 
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